
 

 

Church of the Transfiguration 
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552-4908 

(510) 538-7941  Fax (510) 538-7983     E-mail: transfig_office@sbcglobal.net      Website: www.transfigchurch.com 
January 4, 2015 

Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor �” Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator 
Deacon Martin J. Leach �” Deacon Timothy L. Moore  �” Deacon Burton J. Rigley 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY: 
Liturgy Coordinator, Sean Cooper 
Eucharistic Ministers, Stephen and Carina Kowalewski 
Lectors, Barbara Mehan 
Altar Servers, Alicia Antonio 
Youth Liturgy, Michelle Gilman 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization 
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Hospitality Committee 
 

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: (510) 274-0830 
Serving our community. 
 

SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:  
Claudia Paquette, (510) 537-8986 
 

STEWARDSHIP: Chairperson, Ed Coelho, (510) 881-5705 
 

WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Bobbie Blackard,  
              (510) 581-4149 
 

HALL MANAGER: Ann McAusland, (510) 239-7941 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY: Sean Cooper, (510) 581-5870 or 
Transfig_Youth@sbcglobal.net 
 

PARISH OFFICE: 
Phone: (510) 538-7941   Fax: (510) 538-7983 
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday 
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.) 
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed 
Secretary, Gloria Meeker 
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES     
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.) 
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays 3:00-3:45 p.m. 
 

BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the  
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Marian Room,  
Parish Hall.  Please call the Parish Office, 538-7941, to register. 
 

MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please  
call the parish office. 
  
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed 
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com 
 
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice  
and then the parish office. 
  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger  
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com 
 

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
Director, Martin Mijalski.  Please call the parish office. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman  
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net 

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith” 



 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 4, 2015 

All kings shall pay him homage, 
all nations shall serve him. 

— Psalm 72:11 

     Transfiguration Catholic Church 

Mass Intentions (January 3-10, 2015) 
Sat. 4:00p.m. O’Brien & Dailey Families 
Sun. 7:30a.m. For the People 
 9:00a.m. Martina Mendoza 
 11:00a.m. Helena & Adam Rychel 
Mon. 8:00a.m. Special Intention for 
  Hilda Serpa 
Tues. 8:00a.m. Special Intention for 
  Maria Brown 
Wed. 8:00a.m. May Feeney 
Thurs. 8:00a.m. Cornelius Oosterbaan 
Fri. 8:00a.m. Special Intention for 
  Lucila Z. Guerrero 
Sat. 4:00p.m. Giuseppe Poggio 

Stewardship Corner 
The collection total for the weekend of : 
  December 20th & 21st—$8,148.00 
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)  
 
The collection total for December 27th & 28th and Christmas 
will be in next week’s bulletin. 
        
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing 
for the upkeep of our parish community. 

Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living Trust 

We invite all women to join us for: 
WINGS (“Women in God’s Spirit”) 

Wings is a faith enhancement group that encourages  
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,  

Catechesis, life sharing and community. 
Transfiguration Church, Marian Rm. Parish Hall 

Thursday, January 8, 2015,  9:15-11:15a.m. 
Speaker: Fr. Gregory Heidenblut 

Topic: Conservative or Liberal—How to Make Your 
Church Doors Wide Enough and Welcoming to All 

 We extend a warm welcome to new parishioners 
 and guests. If you would like to register or update 
 information, please pick up a registration form 
 in the vestibule of the church and return it to the 
 Parish Office.  

Coffee and Donuts 
   Julie Monteiro & Sunita D’Costa will be hosting  
  coffee and donuts after the 9:00 Mass this  
  Sunday. Stop by and enjoy the fellowship. 

From the Crab Feed Committee 
• It’s that time of the year—the time we get gifts that we 

may not want or need. Most of us think of returning, re-
gifting or exchanging. I would like to ask you to consid-
er another option. We are always in need of items for 
the Crab Feed Raffle and would really appreciate it if 
you kept us in mind. 

• Would you like to be more involved in your parish com-
munity? We need you, your talents and your time. Join 
the Crab Feed Committee. For more information contact 
Sunita at (510) 733-2500 or dcostasu@gmail.com. 

Your Prayers Are Requested for the 
Repose of the Soul of: 
   Joe Romero 
  (Brother of Dolores Silva) 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Epiphany celebrates the wake-up calls of life, the show-
ings of God’s majesty and power in the person of Jesus. The 
feast alerts us to look for signs of the Lord’s grace and ac-
tion in our lives today. In this context, the call of the Second 
Vatican Council to reform the sacramental life of the 
Church, including our pattern of care for the sick, is indeed a 
holy awakening. 
 Prior to the 1960s, our care for the sick had collapsed in 
the popular imagination into something everyone called “last 
rites.” An immensely complicated ritual, with anointing ac-
companied by quickly muttered Latin prayers, was enacted 
for a marginally conscious person at “death’s door.” By the 
time a priest was called, the sick person might not be able to 
receive viaticum, or derive much personal benefit from the 
ritual. The healing effects of the sacrament, investing suffer-
ing with the dignity of a link to Christ’s cross, and the im-
mense assurance of forgiveness for a person reviewing the 
life journey, were hidden. Suddenly, an epiphany swept 
through the Church, and the way we care for the sick was 
utterly transformed. It took several centuries, however, for 
the Church to reach that moment of renewal. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Crab Feed Meeting 
Tuesday, January 6, 2015, 6:30p.m.  

Parish Hall 
All are welcome to attend! 



January Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to you, May God Bless you. 

Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, May God Bless you! 

Baptism Class 
 The next Baptism class will be 

Thursday, January 15, 2015. 
Please call the Parish Office to register. 

Adult Bible Study 
 Join us on Monday evening, January 12, 2015 in the  
 Marian Room of the Parish Hall,7:00-8:30 p.m. No 
 sign-up required, just drop in. Free will offering.  

C.C.D. 
Cultivating. Catholic. Disciples 

 Classes, as usual, this week.  

  NEXT SUNDAY—9:00—Sponsor Form is  
Absolutely, Positively DUE! 

PGO Updates:  Red Cross Blood Drive,  next Saturday. 
  Project Linus and Animal Blanket Drive  
  coming soon! 

~~Religious Education~~ 

                                     
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation 
Growing in the Spirit 

Upcoming Events 
February 14, 2015            Annual Crab Feed 
March 21, 2015              St. Patrick’s Dinner 
July 25, 2015              Filipino Dinner 
October 24, 2015              Oktoberfest Dinner  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MEET THE CANDIDATE - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
         HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

NEW is Fun, NEW is Exciting, NEW is Wonderful… 
What a GREAT time to introduce you to two candidates who are NEW to our parish family… 

 
RYAN CLAY RAMIREZ is the middle, of the three boys in the Ramirez family which also includes Hunter, the family dog.   
Ryan at 15, is a Sophomore at Castro Valley High where he enjoys his History class.  Sports are important to Ryan, as he is a mem-
ber of both the wrestling and swim teams.  Other favorites include:  Favorite food: “Mexican”, Favorite place to eat: “The Mexi-
can”(go figure),  Best sight in the whole world:  “Niagra Falls” and, of what is Ryan most proud: “My drive in 
life”...Wonderful...that trait will take you FAR!  Although Ryan is new to our program his brother and his sponsor are not.  Older 
brother, Nik was confirmed here in 2012 with Grandma, Rori, as his sponsor … we welcome her back for Grandson #2. 
 
OLIVIA RAE CHAMPION is the younger of the two Champion children. Olivia is a 14 year old Freshman at Castro Valley High 
School.  Olivia’s favorites include,  TV: South Park; Literature: Holes (after multi-reads); Music: Punk and Reggae; Food: Mac and 
Cheese and City of choice, Berkeley!   She also plays the violin and is a fan of musical theatre.  Olivia, whose older brother Evan 
was confirmed last year at St. Joe’s in Alameda, is sharing her Confirmation experience with two “brothers” - Jose and Rafael, close 
family friends (also new to our parish) who were introduced to you last week.  We are quite blessed to have these wonderful 
NEW teens as part of our Confirmation Program. We wish to warmly WELCOME them to Transfiguration. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;  
 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;  
 Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10  
 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or  
 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 

Calling All Filipina Cooks/Helpers 
We are in need of cooks for the Filipino dinner/dance taking 
place in July 2015.  If you are interested in helping out the 
church and know how to cook a mean Filipino meal then 
please call Vivian Zaleski at (510) 583-7620 (and don’t be 
afraid to leave a message.) 

Congratulations to the parents of: 
  Francesca Marie Imes 

who was baptized here last Sunday. 

 
 
 

Our Confirmation Candidates are at it again…. 
This time they want Your Blood! 

Transfiguration Church Blood Drive  
Church Hall | 4000 East Castro Valley Blvd 

Saturday, January 10, 2015 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

To schedule your appointment,  
please log on to redcrossblood.org,  
enter the Sponsor Code: transfig,  
signup at the Red Cross table or  

call 1-800 RED CROSS (800-733-2767) 
If you have questions regarding your eligibility to donate 
blood, please call 1-866-236-3276. 

Identification is required.  



 

 

LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS 
THE “JOY OF THE GOSPEL” CONTINUED... 

The Church’s Missionary Transformation—#62 
Some cultural challenges 
In the prevailing culture, priority is given to the outward, the 
immediate, the visible, the quick, the superficial and the pro-
visional. What is real gives way to appearances. In many 
countries globalization has meant a hastened deterioration of 
their own cultural roots and the invasion of ways of thinking 
and acting proper to other cultures which are economically 
advanced but ethically debilitated. This fact has been 
brought up by bishops from various continents in different 
Synods. The African bishops, for example, taking up the 
Encyclical Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, pointed out years ago 
that there have been frequent attempts to make the African 
countries “parts of a machine, cogs on a gigantic wheel. This 
is often true also in the field of social communications 
which, being run by centres mostly in the northern hemi-
sphere, do not always give due consideration to the priorities 
and problems of such countries or respect their cultural 
make-up”. By the same token, the bishops of Asia 
“underlined the external influences being brought to bear on 
Asian cultures. New patterns of behaviour are emerging as a 
result of over-exposure to the mass media… As a result, the 
negative aspects of the media and entertainment industries 
are threatening traditional values, and in particular the sa-
credness of marriage and the stability of the family”. 

Fr. Terry’s Remarks—One blessing/curse of all our 
new technologies is that we get things done so quickly. But 
instead of giving us more time to reflect and become more 
aware, we seem to be more pressured than ever. Don't get 
me wrong! People have always been 'under the gun,' long 
working hours, the shame of poverty, threat of war, sickness 
and lack of knowledge. While we  may bewail the evils of 
our fast moving and provisional age, we must not fall into 
the trap of contrasting it with the mythical golden age of our 
parents and grandparents. Life has always been a pretty pre-
carious business. If it is not, then you or I will do something 
stupid to make it 'exciting'. What Pope Francis is alerting us 
in today's writing; is that precious cultural wisdom that 
our different ancestors accumulated over centuries of trial 
and error are being destroyed by the tide of spreading world-
wide 'modern'  economic practice. In the old days invading 
armies looted, burned and destroyed the local communities 
with their cultural and physical treasures. In order to gain 
power and riches the greedy and ambitious have always rav-
aged those who stood in their way, usually by force of arms. 
Today they use our 'beloved' media and entertainment which 
makes most of us cooperative. The other day, I was talking 
with some friends about Henry VIII of England and we 
more or less agreed that when he divorced his wife and put 
Anne Boylen to death he was thinking of the good of the 
people. That's what most of us tell ourselves. We have to 
wake up.   
    
 


