Church of the Transfiguration
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552-4908

(510) 538-7941 Fax (510) 538-7983

E-mail: transfig_office@sbcglobal.net
January 8, 2017

Website: www.transfigchurch.com

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith”

Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor ● Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator

Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ● Deacon Timothy L. Moore ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Stephen and Carina Kowalewski
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano
Youth Liturgy, Michelle Gilman
FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: (510) 274-0830
Serving our community.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Claudia Paquette, (510) 537-8986
STEWARDSHIP: Chairperson, Ed Coelho, (510) 881-5705
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Trish Ferrari, (510) 581-7263
HALL MANAGER: Pat Ballinger, (510) 537-1502
HALL RENTAL MANAGER: Monica Corona, 510-239-7941

YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Gloria Meeker
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Transfiguration Catholic Church
The Epiphany of the Lord
January 8, 2017
They opened their treasures and offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
— Matthew 2:11b

Mass Intentions (January 7-14, 2017)
Sat.
4:00 p.m. Special Intention for
Sun.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

Joseph Georges
7:30 a.m. For the People
9:00 a.m. Juanita Moody
11:00 a.m. Special Intention for
Eugene & Virginia Cooper
8:00 a.m. Luiz Capela
8:00 a.m. Special Intention for
Manuel Silva & Family
8:00 a.m. Charles Sohner and
Patricia Wagner
8:00 a.m. Al and Hester Powers
8:00 a.m. Maria Elana Moniz
4:00 p.m. Alice Sullivan

Pancake Breakfast

Team “C” will be hosting the Pancake Breakfast this Sunday
after the 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Masses in the Parish Hall. Allyou-can-eat pancakes, ham, sausage, scrambled eggs, orange
juice, coffee/tea/hot chocolate. Adult: $4, Senior: $3, Child: $3,
Family: $8. Be sure to come and enjoy a great meal and the
fellowship. See you there!

For Your Information
The Parish Office will be closed on
Monday, January 16th in observance
of Martin Luther King Day.
You are invited

to come back to the Church at 2:00 p.m. today to help put
away Christmas decorations. If you have a ladder that you
could bring, we would appreciate it. Thank you.
We extend a warm welcome to new parishioners.
Please pick up a registration form in the vestibule
of the church and return it to the Parish Office.
This helps us to serve you better.

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM

The unfolding of the story of the Incarnation continues today as
the Church celebrates the Epiphany. The tale of the magi from the
East is one of the most fascinating in all of scripture. It has much
to teach us about what we can come to expect, even in circumstances and places that may seem insignificant or small. Bethlehem was a tiny town, what we might refer to today as a town
without even one stop light. Yet it is over this seemingly insignificant place that the guiding star stops in its own search for the
place where the Savior would be born. Too often we fail to recognize the fact that the star of Bethlehem comes to rest in our everyday lives, where we can experience God’s presence, manifested in
ever new ways. Epiphany calls us to shake off our stupor and recognize the One who comes to save us.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Dear Parishioners,
I want to share with you some good news about our stolen
Corpus from the cross in the parking lot. As you know,
someone came and stole it in the middle of the night for its
metal. We have a police report on it but it has never been
found.
Floyd Nabonne and I have been working on a possible replacement. The Canadian company that we purchased the
original cross and corpus from in 2007 now want $23,479.
Even with the insurance money, it is too expensive. We
found a company in Washington who will make a replica for
a fraction of the cost. I would like to have it installed and
blessed some time during the latter part of Lent, preferably
during Holy Week.
You can help by contributing to this project. There will be
NO collection taken for this. I will put some white envelopes
(with the symbol of the CROSS on the front) on the back
tables of the church. Any amount that you can give will be
greatly appreciated. Place your gift in the regular collection
basket.
Today, we are celebrating the “Feast of the Epiphany”. Let
us close with these words. Written by an unknown poet, they
sum up in vivid imagery the practical message of Epiphany:
“When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with the flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
“to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry
to release the prisoners,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers,
to make music in the heart”.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Mario Borges

Stewardship Corner

The collection total for the weekend of:
December 24th & 25th & Christmas –$36,223.00
December 31st & January 1st—$8,659.50
Solemnity of Mary—$918.00

Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing

for the upkeep of our parish community.

Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living Trust

Religious Education~~
C
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We’re BACK!
Hope you all enjoyed your break.
We have CCD classes, as usual, this week.
We look forward to seeing you then.
2nd Yr. Parent Reminder:
Planning Meeting for First Reconciliation is this TUESDAY,
January 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Confirmation

Class session TODAY—9:00 to 1:00—Sponsor Forms are absolutely, positively DUE TODAY!
PGO Update: Next Sunday, January 15 be sure to bring your
fabric to make a blanket for our Project Linus PGO — Thank
you for caring for other teens in need.

Annual Seminary Collection

There will be a collection next weekend for the Seminary to help
support those called to serve in the Oakland Diocese as future
priests. You will find envelopes in the pews for this collection.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Psalm 72 —Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;
Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17
Tuesday:
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28
or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Friday:
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday:
Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;
Jn 1:29-34
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
The Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
Monday:
The Baptism of the Lord
Tuesday:
First Week in Ordinary Time begins
Friday:
St. Hilary
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary

Your Prayers Are Requested for the
Repose of the Souls of:
Doris Rose
(Wife of the Late Raymond Rose)
Connie Davis
(Wife of the Late Robert Davis)

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

Transfiguration Church Blood Drive
4000 East Castro Valley Blvd.—Parish Hall
Saturday, January 21, 2017
9:00a.m.—3:00p.m.

To schedule your appointment, please log on to:
redcrossblood.org, enter the Sponsor Code: transfig
or sign up at the Red Cross table outside during Mass.
If you have questions regarding your eligibility to donate
blood, please call 1-866-236-3276
Identification is required.

Calling All
Transfiguration Parish Cursillistas!!!
Please join our
monthly group reunion
every 1st Friday of the month
St. Peter’s room in the
pARISH HaLl, 6:00-8:30pm….

Spiritual Director
Deacon Tim Moore
Baptism Class

The next Baptism class will be
Tuesday, January 10, 2017.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Deadline for Bulletin

The deadline for items in the bulletin is
Monday, 4:30 p.m.
Thank you for your support!
Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, January 9, 2017 in the
Marian Room, Parish Hall, 7:00-8:30 p.m. No
sign-up required, just drop in. Free will offering.

We invite all women to join us for:
WINGS (“Women in God’s Spirit”)

Wings is a faith enhancement group that encourages
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,
Catechesis, life sharing and community.
Transfiguration Church, Marian Rm. Parish Hall
Thursday, January 19, 2017, 9:15-11:15 a.m.
Speaker: Fr. Terry O’Malley
Topic: Prayer

Credit, Debit, and Electronic Check Offerings

If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit or
debit card, or electronic check, please go to our website:
transfigchurch.com, and click on the “Donate” tab. From
there, click on the “Donate Now” button to be taken to a secure website to complete the setup of your offering.

Upcoming Events

February 18, 2017

Transfiguration Crab Feed

LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS
THE “JOY OF THE GOSPEL” CONTINUED...

The Proclamation of the Gospel—#166
Kerygmatic and mystagogical catechesis
Another aspect of catechesis which has developed in recent decades is mystagogic initiation. This basically has
to do with two things: a progressive experience of formation involving the entire community and a renewed
appreciation of the liturgical signs of Christian initiation.
Many manuals and programmes have not yet taken sufficiently into account the need for a mystagogical renewal,
one which would assume very different forms based on
each educational community’s discernment. Catechesis is
a proclamation of the word and is always centred on that
word, yet it also demands a suitable environment and an
attractive presentation, the use of eloquent symbols, insertion into a broader growth process and the integration of
every dimension of the person within a communal journey of hearing and response.

Fr. Terry’s Remarks—Some very good Catholics find

our renewed liturgy unsatisfying spiritually; they miss
what Pope Francis introduces in this week's reading, another big word again from the Greek: 'mystagogia'. For
weeks, we have been trying to make the content of our
faith simple but heartfelt like the Babe in the Crib at
Christmas, but He's not any ordinary baby although He
wishes to be so. That's why we have the Angels lighting
up the sky and singing; ''Glory to God in the Highest.''
We do this in our own lives; we surround special occasions with pomp and pageantry; weddings for instance
so that they take on special significance and sustain us in
times of stress or challenge. Also in our faith we need to
experience not only the truth and the reality but also sense
the mystery and the awesomeness of our union with
God. Hence; Prayer, Silence, Love, Music, Beauty,
Dress, Environment, Penance, Joy, Community, Sharing,
Reflection and Worship, Worship, Worship. All caught
up in a word; Mystagogia.

