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March 26, 2017

Website: www.transfigchurch.com

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith”

Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor ● Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator

Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ● Deacon Timothy L. Moore ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Stephen and Carina Kowalewski
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano
FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: (510) 274-0830
Serving our community.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Claudia Paquette, (510) 537-8986
STEWARDSHIP: Chairperson, Ed Coelho, (510) 881-5705
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Trish Ferrari, (510) 581-7263
HALL MANAGER: Pat Ballinger, (510) 537-1502
HALL RENTAL MANAGER: Monica Corona, 510-239-7941

YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Gloria Meeker
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Transfiguration Catholic Church

The L

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 26, 2017
is my shepherd; I shall not want.
— Psalm 23:1

Mass Intentions (March 25-April 1, 2017)
Sat.
4:00 p.m. Edward & Mary Joaquin and

Dear Parishioners,

Sun.

Christians throughout history have found Fasting, Prayer, and
Almsgiving to be the building blocks of Lenten spiritual growth.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Dr. Douglas Franklin
For the People
Manuel, Anna, and Jose Garcia
Manuel Gouveia
Catherine Isabel Francesca Mc Farlin

Jan Paulo
Juanita Moody
Kevin Lynch
Special Intention for
Maria & Manuel Costa and Family
4:00 p.m. Emma Macias & Angela Martinez

Coffee and Donuts

Craig & Martha Sihner will be hosting coffee and
donuts this Sunday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.
Stop by and enjoy the fellowship.

Pancake Breakfast

Team “C” will be hosting the Pancake Breakfast next Sunday
after the 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Masses in the Parish Hall. Allyou-can-eat pancakes, ham, sausage, scrambled eggs, orange
juice, coffee/tea/hot chocolate. Adult: $4, Senior: $3, Child: $3,
Family: $8. Be sure to come and enjoy a great meal and the
fellowship. See you there!

Flower Collection

There will be a collection next weekend for flowers to
decorate our Church for Easter. Envelopes are available
in the pews. You may make a donation in memory of a
loved one.

During Lent:

Mass will begin without the usual procession into the church.
We ask the community to be quiet and meditate in silence
five minutes before Mass.
We will have Stations of the Cross and Benediction on all the
Fridays of Lent, 7:30 p.m. at Transfiguration.
Lent is also an invitation to our children to share their pennies
with the poor. We ask our children to come up and drop their
donation in the “Pennies for the Poor” jar when the ushers are
taking up the collection for the community at large.

Transfiguration Church
Thursday, March 30
7:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, March 27, 2017 in the
Marian Room, Parish Hall, 7:00-8:30 p.m. No
sign-up required, just drop in. Free will offering.

They work in two ways: they help cleanse our lives of what distracts us from God, and that new space gives God’s grace more
room to take root and flourish. In Jesus’ sacrifice, we become
more like him in every way.
FASTING is an ancient spiritual practice. It is unique to Christianity. All major religious recognize the value of fasting. This is
important for us to remember before we ask, “What does God
care if I eat a hamburger on Friday”? Obviously, the wisdom of
the ages has found spiritual power in fasting.
During Lent, we fast and abstain from meat on certain days. But
we also fast by the common practice of “giving something up
for Lent”. The sacrifices we make during Lent helps us in many
ways:
*It is penitential, a way to express sorrow for our sins.
*It teaches us that we don’t need those things to be
happy as Jesus teaches us to rely on God alone for our
happiness.
*It is a building block in learning spiritual selfdiscipline, preparing us for greater sacrifice that we
will be called on to make further down the road, in
imitation of Jesus.
*It is a way of expressing solidarity, individually and as
a whole Church, with the poor of this world.
What to give up? Sacrifice is the key word here. Jesus showed
us that sacrifice is at the core of authentic love. Some areas that
many Catholics focus on in their Lenten sacrifice:
*A type of food
*Television or internet time
* Unnecessary spending or shopping
* Alcohol or caffeine
* Read the Bible
*Attend our Reconciliation Service on March 30
These are suggestions for you to think about this week. The
main thing is to do something.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Mario L. Borges

Stewardship Corner

The collection total for the weekend of:
March 18th & 19th—$7,393.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)

Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing

for the upkeep of our parish community.

Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living Trust

Religious Education~~
C

C.C.D.
.C

.D

Save the Date!
20th Annual FESCO Shuffle Walkathon
Saturday, May 6, 2017
9:00 A.M.—12:00 P.M.

.

Classes, as usual, this week.
2nd Year Parents Reminder:
Parent/Student Ed. Class on the Sacrament of Eucharist is
THIS TUESDAY, March 28, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. …Bring your
2nd year student, your scissors and your glue. See you then.
Helping to Provide Clean Water Worldwide
Innovating to end the World Water Crisis, Water.org has transformed 5 million lives around the world with
access to safe water and sanitation. They have
solutions to transform millions more …. But they
need our help. Our Confirmation candidates have
decided to join the fight to provide clean water
worldwide….Thus giving “drink to the thirsty”.
To this end, we will be having a BAKE SALE TODAY after all
masses! The money will be donated to Water.org. Won’t you
please stop by after mass and buy a tasty treat or two? Help us
to help ease the lives of our brothers and sisters in desperate
need. Thank you for your support.

Sixty Plus or Minus Club

Please join us in the Hall following the 9:30 a.m. Mass on
Friday, April 7th. Our hosts for the meeting will be Elsie Boyd,
Elena Jimenez, Carol Moss and June Rigley. Sign up if you
plan to attend. If you are not able to sign up, please notify Marlene Tallo to put you on the list so our hosts can accommodate
everyone. Bingo will be played after the meeting.

A Message From Fr. Mario and Fr. Terry

At our meeting with Bishop Barber on Immigration, we were
encouraged to share this information with you, to be used if
you or family or friends are being detained or questioned by
ICE OFFICERS. Keep calm, be respectful and be resolute.
•

I choose not to speak with you, answer your questions, or
sign or hand you any documents, based on my 5th Amendment rights under the United States Constitution.

•

I do not give you permission to enter my home unless you
have a warrant to enter, with my name on it, signed by a
judge or a magistrate, that you slide under the door, based
on my 4th Amendment rights under the United States constitution.

•

I do not give you permission to search any of my belongings, based on my 4th Amendment rights under the United
States Constitution. I choose to exercise my constitutional
rights. If you detain me, I wish to speak to a lawyer before
answering any questions.

•
•
•

Usted tiene derechos constitucionales.
Usted tiene el derecho de hablar con un abogado.
Si un agente de inmigración toca a la puerta de su casa,
NO conteste.
DESLICE esta tarjeta por debajo de la puerta. NO abra la
puerta.
Si un agente de inmigración quiere hablar con usted,
pregunté si usted está detenido. Si NO está detenido, usted
puede irse.
Usted tiene el derecho a permanecer callado.
No conteste ninguna pregunta que le hagan los oficiales de
inmigración, si vienen a su casa, al trabajo o en la calle.
Esto incluye preguntas acerca de su nombre, su pais de
origen, o cuánto tiempo ha estado viviendo en los Estados
Unidos.

Catholic Relief Services Collection

This weekend—Funds from this collection help provide food
for the hungry and support to displaced refugees.

A heartfelt thank you

to all the volunteers who helped with the St Patrick’s Day
Dinner and Dance. We raised some money and had a wonderful
evening in the process. The church and this event would not
have been a success without the dedication and hard work of
our volunteers! Go raibh maith agaibh!

We invite all women to join us for:
WINGS (“Women in God’s Spirit”)

Wings is a faith enhancement group that encourages
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,
Catechesis, life sharing and community.
Transfiguration Church, Marian Rm. Parish Hall
Thursday, April 6, 2017, 9:15-11:15 a.m.
Speaker: Sr. Marie Stafford

Buon Tempo Upcoming Dinners

Transfiguration Parish Hall
All parishioners are invited to the following dinners.
April 4th Cannelloni—May 2nd Pasta Pesto/Chicken
June 6th—Stuffed Pork Chops
If you are interested in attending, please call the Dinner Line,
510-483-6929. Info: Call Len Tallo, President at 510-912-5730.

Baptisms

The next Baptism class will be
Tuesday, May 9, 2017.
Please call the Parish Office to register. There will
be no Baptisms during Lent. Baptisms will resume in May.
Transfiguration Parish Cursillistas!!!
Please join our monthly group reunion every 1st Friday of the
month, St. Peter’s room in the Parish Hall, 6:00-8:30pm….

•
•
•
•
•

Dear Parishioners and
especially those attending the 9:00 A.M. Mass!

Due to Sean Cooper (who ran the Youth Choir) relocating to
New York, we will have a brief hiatus singing at the Mass,
but not to worry! We will be back for the Easter Season! In
the meantime, we ask for your support and prayers to help us
continue our Ministry. Thank you.

Your Prayers Are Requested for the
Repose of the Soul of:
Sal Giammona
(Brother-in-law of Dorothy Giammona)

LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS
THE “JOY OF THE GOSPEL” CONTINUED...

The Proclamation of the Gospel—#177
Communal and societal repercussions of the kerygma
The kerygma has a clear social content: at the very heart
of the Gospel is life in community and engagement with
others. The content of the first proclamation has an immediate moral implication centred on charity.

Fr. Terry’s Remarks— When Christian Missioners

arrive among a new people, they tell the people about
God, how He created us ALL in His image and likeness
and how Christ became human out of love for us and Redeemed us all. You can imagine what a stupendous Revelation this Good News is to those who hear and believe
for the first time. What a change in their perceptions of
themselves and those around them: '' we are children
of an infinite all loving Creator God who loves each and
everyone of us. Alleluia!!" This is what we call: The Kerygma, The Good News. '' So now what do we do?'' ''How
are we going to relate to each other from now on”? “How
are we to handle our relationships, our social life from
now on”? '' As children of God, our lives must be lived in
CHARITY!!!'' How we live the KERYGMA in our everyday life is our content in the weeks ahead. Today we
give glory and thanks to God and we embrace one another.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Psalm 23 —Gospel: John 9:1-41

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:
Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;
Jn 5:17-30
Thursday:
Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47
Friday:
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53
Sunday:
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;
Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Friday:
Abstinence
Saturday: First Saturday

