Church of the Transfiguration
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552-4908
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August 27, 2017

Website: www.transfigchurch.com

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith”

Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor ● Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator
Deacon John A. Mignano ● Deacon Timothy L. Moore ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Stephen and Carina Kowalewski
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano
FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: (510) 274-0830
Serving our community.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Claudia Paquette, (510) 537-8986
STEWARDSHIP: Chairperson, Ed Coelho, (510) 881-5705
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Trish Ferrari, (510) 329-9407
HALL MANAGER: Pat Ballinger, (510) 537-1502
HALL RENTAL MANAGER: Monica Corona, 510-239-7941

YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Gloria Meeker
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Transfiguration Catholic Church
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 27, 2017
“Whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.”
— Matthew 16:19

Mass Intentions (August 26-Sept. 2, 2017)
Sat.
4:00 p.m. The O’Brien and
Dailey Families
Sun.
7:30 a.m. Jan Paulo
9:00 a.m. Edgardo Baile and All of the
Parishioners of Transfiguration
11:00 a.m. Barbara Schmitz
Mon.
8:00 a.m. Eugene Cooper
Tues.
8:00 a.m. Lucille De Smidt
Wed.
8:00 a.m. Augusto & Eduina Silva & Family
Thurs.
8:00 a.m. Edward & Mary Joaquin and
Dr. Douglas Franklin
Fri.
9:30 a.m. Leah Meagher
Sat.
4:00 p.m. Alice Ambrose

Note: Mass on Friday, September 1 will be at 9:30 a.m.
Coffee and Donuts

Craig & Martha Sihner will be hosting coffee
and donuts this Sunday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.
Stop by and enjoy the fellowship.

Your Prayers Are Requested for the
Repose of the Soul of:
Christina Doane

Congratulations to the parents of:
Mario James Ross
Patrick Francis Gaab
Ryan Jeffrey Hatcher

who were baptized here last weekend.
Baptism Class

The next Baptism class will be
Tuesday, September 12, 2017.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Come and join the Transfiguration Choir! Experience
the inspiring, healing and blessed joy of praising God in
song. Choir practice begins at the end of August. We
have rehearsals once a week. The choir sings Sundays at
the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please call Alexander Katsman,
Music Ministry Director, (510) 538-7941, ext. 302 or
email: Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net.
Be part of an important ministry, and meet the friendly
members of our Transfiguration Choir!

BE A ROCK
Peter’s history as a follower or friend of Jesus is a bit spotty.
It might be natural to wonder if Jesus, in giving him the keys
to the kingdom, didn’t feel a bit like a parent giving a teenager the keys to the family car. But it was at the moment
when God’s power and presence broke through everything
else to raise up Peter’s great profession of faith in Christ as
Messiah that Jesus chose to establish the bond between the
loving, forgiving mercy of heaven and our vocation to be
witnesses of that love, mercy, and forgiveness on earth.
Like any parent, Jesus no doubt foresaw the failings, the irresponsible maneuvers or impaired senses, the collisions that
the church would be headed for. But, most importantly, he
also saw us at that moment as God prefers to see us: capable
of manifesting great faith, with a willingness to remain at the
feet of Christ to understand what it truly means to be Messiah and Christ. As the letter to the Romans points out to us
today, we have not known the mind or the wisdom of God,
but God knows us and still chooses to manifest the reign of
justice, joy, beauty, and peace through us. Let this be our
vocation. Let us always strive to be solid ground on which
the church of Jesus Christ can be founded and on which it
can continue to be built.
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We extend a warm welcome to new parishioners.
Please pick up a registration form in the vestibule
of the church and return it to the Parish Office.
This helps us to serve you better.

Please Note
The Parish Office will be closed
on Monday, September 4th in
observance of the Labor Day holiday.
Adult Bible Study

There will be no Bible Study
on Monday, August, 28, 2017.
Stewardship Corner

The collection total for the weekend of:
August 19th & 20th—$8, 227.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary—$1,447.00
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing for

the upkeep of our parish community.

Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living Trust

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23
Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36
Psalm: 138—Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;
Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday:
1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139:1-6; Mk 6:17-29
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab; Mt 23:27-32
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17;
Mt 24:42-51
Friday:
1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12;
Mt 25:1-13
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30
Sunday:
Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2;
Mt 16:21-27
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Augustine
Tuesday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist
Friday:
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation;
First Friday
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday

Diocesan Priest Retirement Collection
Next Weekend

Let’s remember our retired priests. Although they are officially retired, some of the 57 priests in that category are
still “laboring in the vineyard” as chaplains, pastor emeriti, spiritual directors and more. Next weekend, we will
have the opportunity to contribute to the Diocesan Priest
Retirement Benefit Trust. Show them your appreciation
by offering a donation and by remembering them in your
prayers.

Sixty Plus or Minus Club

Please join us in the Hall following the 9:30 a.m. Mass on
Friday, September 1st. Our hosts for the meeting will be
Marlene and Len Tallo. If you plan to attend, please sign
up today so our hosts can accommodate everyone. Bingo
will be played after the meeting.

Deadline for Bulletin

The deadline for items in the bulletin is
Monday, 4:30 p.m.
Thank you for your support!

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church

3433 Somerset Avenue, Castro Valley, CA 94546
Saint Vincent de Paul Mission
Helping the Homeless—Those in Need.

FREE Soup, Sandwiches
(Other Food Items)

When: Every Wednesday—4:00 p.m.
Where: 3433 Somerset Ave., Castro Valley
Follow Anita Ave.—Couple of blocks up from
Castro Valley Boulevard

ATTENTION, MUSIC LOVERS!!
Transfig Youth Ministry &
Youth Music now present…
PARADISE SOUND

We are looking for Middle & High School students
to build a music team focused on energizing and
leading our 9am Mass Parishioners! If you have an
interest in singing or playing an instrument for our
Community, come join us for a weekly rehearsal!
Email Alf at transfig.oasis@gmail.com or Alex at
transfig_music@sbcglobal.net
with any questions!
Backpack Drive Thank You
From St. Vincent de Paul
Our Backpack Drive was a big success thanks to your
generous donations. St. Vincent de Paul collected 51
backpacks for poor children to start off school on the
right foot. We also collected over $600 in donations to
help needy children. Thanks again for your support.
THANKSGIVING MASS FOR
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ would like to celebrate and honor
all individuals involved in physical, mental, and spiritual
healthcare with a multicultural Thanksgiving Mass for
Healthcare Providers.
The 2nd annual Healthcare Thanksgiving Mass will be held on
Saturday, September 30, 10:00 a.m. at The Cathedral of
Christ the Light. We will pray for you and with you—asking
God’s blessings upon you for your great dedication and generosity of heart as you work with our brothers and sisters who are
ill or hurting. We encourage you to invite any healthcare providers you know in the Alameda and Contra Costa Counties to
join us in celebration of these hands that heal.
A catered reception in the Cathedral Event Center will follow.
To watch Bishop Barber’s video invitation and to please RSVP
at: oakdiocese.org/BlessingHealers to help us plan accordingly.

Buon Tempo Upcoming Dinners

Transfiguration Parish Hall
All parishioners are invited to the following dinners:
September 5—Tri Tip
October 3—Spaghetti & Meatballs

If you are interested in attending, please call the Dinner Line,
510-483-6929. Information: Call Len Tallo, President at
510-912-5730.

LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS
THE “JOY OF THE GOSPEL” CONTINUED...

The Proclamation of the Gospel—#199
The special place of the poor in God’s people
Our commitment does not consist exclusively in activities or
programmes of promotion and assistance; what the Holy
Spirit mobilizes is not an unruly activism, but above all an
attentiveness which considers the other “in a certain sense as
one with ourselves”. This loving attentiveness is the beginning of a true concern for their person which inspires me
effectively to seek their good. This entails appreciating the
poor in their goodness, in their experience of life, in their
culture, and in their ways of living the faith. True love is
always contemplative, and permits us to serve the other not
out of necessity or vanity, but rather because he or she is
beautiful above and beyond mere appearances: “The love by
which we find the other pleasing leads us to offer him something freely”. The poor person, when loved, “is esteemed as
of great value”, and this is what makes the authentic option
for the poor differ from any other ideology, from any attempt to exploit the poor for one’s own personal or political
interest. Only on the basis of this real and sincere closeness
can we properly accompany the poor on their path of liberation. Only this will ensure that “in every Christian community the poor feel at home. Would not this approach be the
greatest and most effective presentation of the good news of
the kingdom?” Without the preferential option for the poor,
“the proclamation of the Gospel, which is itself the prime
form of charity, risks being misunderstood or submerged by
the ocean of words which daily engulfs us in today’s society
of mass communications”.

Fr. Terry’s Remarks— We humans are very compli-

cated entities. Have you noticed that sometimes those of us
who love and treasure our homes the most can be very vehement against those seeking a home for themselves or their
loved ones? Those of us who love our children and are willing to sacrifice for them can be very dismissive of others'
children. There are also some of us who will seek, feel entitled and obtain every social benefit either for ourselves or
our relatives. Yet, when others seek the same benefits we
cry foul. People feel that if they love their own, and why
shouldn't they, that they are very good people. Indeed they
are, so it follows that their reactions to everyone else must
come from true and genuine motivations. All of this makes it
very difficult to reason with them. Revelation teaches us that
we are all children of God, that we are all brothers and sisters and most of us truly believe. In practice, however, we
like to distinguish. Our gut feeling: the poor, the foreigner,
those of differing views are 'other' and I cannot in practice
see or treat them similar to the way I behave towards my
own family. This is our problem with the poor, they are
'other'. I cannot imagine ever seeing or feeling for them in
any way close to the way I see my 'own'. This is basically a
theological problem. When we hear the preacher begging us
to love the poor, we are not receiving him on Gospel waves;
we are either in a defensive mode shielding ourselves or our
children. But as Pope Francis reminded us last week, we are
not being attacked, we are being begged to share in the riches of God's infinite love for both ourselves and all our brothers and sisters. And in doing that, we and our most beloved
receive countless blessings.

