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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Stephen and Carina Kowalewski
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano
Youth Liturgy, Michelle Gilman
FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: (510) 274-0830
Serving our community.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Claudia Paquette, (510) 537-8986
STEWARDSHIP: Chairperson, Ed Coelho, (510) 881-5705
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Trish Ferrari, (510) 581-7263
HALL MANAGER: Pat Ballinger, (510) 537-1502
HALL RENTAL MANAGER: Monica Corona, 510-239-7941

YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Gloria Meeker
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Transfiguration Catholic Church
The Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2016
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.

Merry
Christmas

— John 1:5

Mass Intentions (December 24-31, 2016)
Sat.
4:00 p.m. For the People

Mon.
Tues.

Midnight
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Wed.
Thurs.

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Fri.

8:00 a.m.

Sat.

4:00 p.m.

Sun.

Dear Parishioners,

For the People
For the People
For the People
For the People
Barbara Huffer and Howard Morrell
Giuseppa, Nunzio, Vincenzo Latora,
Paola Vitale, Mike & Rita Basozki
Maria Teresa Silva
Dr. Douglas Franklin and
Edward & Mary Joaquin
Edward & Mary Joaquin and
Dr. Douglas Franklin
For the People

There will be no coffee and donuts this
Sunday after the 9:00 Mass.

For Your Information
The Parish Office will be closed on
Monday, December 26th and
Monday, January 2nd in observance
of Christmas and New Year’s Day.
Baptism Class

The next Baptism class will be
Tuesday, January 10, 2017.
Please call the Parish Office to register.

Congratulations to the parents of:
Daniel Romero Hernandez, Jr.

who was baptized here last week.
Adult Bible Study
There will be no Bible Study on Monday,
December 26th and during the holiday season.
We will resume on January 9, 2017.

A Prayer for Christmas
Lord of light, shine on us;
Lord of peace, dwell in us;
Lord of might, protect us;
Lord of love, enfold us;
Lord of wisdom, enlighten us.
Then, Lord, let us
go out as your witnesses,
in obedience to your command;
to share the good news
of your mighty love for us
in the gift of your son,
our savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Fr. Terry, the staff, and I wish you and your family a
Blessed Christmas.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Mario Borges
THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD
On this day of gifts and gift‑giving, it seems appropriate that
we take a moment to reflect on the great gift of God’s Word.
Because it is creative, God’s Word always points to its author, always calls us to respond. Because it is powerful,
God’s Word can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the
transcendent with the immanent, the divine with the human.
Because it is graceful, God’s Word establishes a relationship
of deep intimacy between us and God. At the heart of God’s
Word lies a tantalizing tension between the mysterious and
the mundane. In our liturgical celebration, this unresolved
tension both reveals the meaning of life for us and calls us to
respond, to act upon that meaning. Once accepted and
opened, the gift of God’s Word is a gift that keeps on giving
and keeps on calling us to give in return. It dares us to be
like the gift‑giver and to become gifts for others, not only at
Christmas, but at every moment of life.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Sixty Plus or Minus Club

Please join us in the Hall following the 9:30a.m. Mass on
Friday, January 6th for our first meeting of the New Year. Our
hosts will be Marlene and Len Tallo. Sign up today if you plan
to attend. Dues are payable this month.

We extend a warm welcome to new parishioners.
Please pick up a registration form in the vestibule
of the church and return it to the Parish Office.
This helps us to serve you better.

Stewardship Corner

The collection total for the weekend of:
December 17th & 18th—$8,743.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing

for the upkeep of our parish community.

Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living Trust

Religious Education~~
C.C.D.

C

.C

.D

.

NO Classes this Week.
We will have THREE weeks off this year!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
An old joke asks, “What time is Midnight Mass?” The
answer is not really obvious, since Christmas is unique in
having several distinct celebrations. The readings and
prayers vary greatly from hour to hour. The Vigil Mass
hinges on the family heritage of Jesus and his origins. The
concept of “midnight” predates clock time, and really has
to do with a celebration in the hours of darkness. Years
ago, it was not possible to receive Communion without
fasting for a full day, so the late hour of this Mass made it
possible for the people to receive. The first Mass after sunrise, the Mass at Dawn, was once known as “The Shepherds’ Mass,” and later Masses set aside stories of Jesus’
birth to focus on the key to the day’s celebration: John the
Evangelist’s majestic theology of Christ’s identity as the
Word made flesh, dwelling among us. One feast, four separate Masses. Only monasteries manage the whole round.
Parishioners typically take just one entry point into the
mystery. Yet there is much to savor and celebrate in the
coming of Christ into the world. Christmas is not a day,
but a season. You still have two weeks to send those
Christmas cards before you’re officially late!

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6
Psalm 98 —Gospel: John 1:1-18 (1-5, 9-14)

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday:
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;
Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8;
Mt 2:13-18
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:36-40
Friday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17];
Ps 128:1-5; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Sunday:
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Monday:
St. Stephen; Kwanzaa begins
Tuesday:
St. John
Wednesday: The Holy Innocents
Thursday: St. Thomas Becket;
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity
of the Lord
Friday:
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Saturday: St. Sylvester I; New Year’s Eve
Seventh Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

We invite all women to join us for:
WINGS (“Women in God’s Spirit”)

Wings is a faith enhancement group that encourages
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,
Catechesis, life sharing and community.
Transfiguration Church, Marian Rm. Parish Hall
Thursday, January 5, 2017, 9:15-11:15 a.m.
Speaker: Aggie Burke
Topic: “Not Your Mother’s Mary; The True Biblical
Accounts of the Blessed Mother”

Special Collection Envelopes

When using the “Special Collection” envelopes, please write the
name of the collection on the envelope. You may also write the
name of the collection in the memo line of your check. This
will help the office to give you proper credit. Thank you.

Upcoming Events

February 18, 2017

Transfiguration Crab Feed

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

Your Prayers Are Requested for the
Repose of the Souls of:
Amelia Jimenez
Alexander Klimaszewski

Calling All
Transfiguration Parish Cursillistas!!!

Please join our
monthly group reunion
every 1st Friday of the month
St. Peter’s room in the
pARISH HaLl, 6:00-8:30pm….

Spiritual Director
Deacon Tim Moore
Credit, Debit, and Electronic Check Offerings

If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit or
debit card, or electronic check, please go to our website:
transfigchurch.com, and click on the “Donate” tab. From
there, click on the “Donate Now” button to be taken to a secure website to complete the setup of your offering.

LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS
THE “JOY OF THE GOSPEL” CONTINUED...

The Proclamation of the Gospel—#164
Kerygmatic and mystagogical catechesis
In catechesis too, we have rediscovered the fundamental
role of the first announcement or kerygma, which needs
to be the centre of all evangelizing activity and all efforts
at Church renewal. The kerygma is trinitarian. The fire of
the Spirit is given in the form of tongues and leads us to
believe in Jesus Christ who, by his death and resurrection,
reveals and communicates to us the Father’s infinite mercy. On the lips of the catechist the first proclamation must
ring out over and over: “Jesus Christ loves you; he gave
his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen and free you.” This first
proclamation is called “first” not because it exists at the
beginning and can then be forgotten or replaced by other
more important things. It is first in a qualitative sense because it is the principal proclamation, the one which we
must hear again and again in different ways, the one
which we must announce one way or another throughout
the process of catechesis, at every level and moment. For
this reason too, “the priest – like every other member of
the Church – ought to grow in awareness that he himself
is continually in need of being evangelized”.

Fr. Terry’s Remarks— I remember when I first went
to Thailand in 1985. I went from village to village among
the Karen people who had been baptized about 30 years.
The story they repeated to me again and again was their
joy and amazement when the missionary Father assured
them that God loved them and had become a child for
them. That's the Good News; that's what we say in Greek
when we want to sound smart, the KERYGMA, and
therein lies so much of our confusion in teaching the
Faith. We use proper words; we want to make sure we are
exact; we are afraid to give people wrong teaching; we
are dealing with great mystery and talking about an Infinite God so we have to express ourselves in fitting and
reverent terms. The result: people don't know what we are
saying and we leave them confused so that now they have
to image their own God and their own version of the
faith. We are not saying it is easy; with Pope Francis we
have now been sharing these words with you for 164
weeks; that's over three years!, and we haven't found the
right words to convince God's good people that He loves
them unreservedly and shares our lives as one of us. Jesus
finds the right words at Christmas; he falls into our arms
as a baby and simply smiles lovingly to us. That’s the
Kerygma. That’s the life of our Faith.

