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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer Serrano
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano
FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: (510) 274-0830
Serving our community.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Claudia Paquette, (510) 537-8986
STEWARDSHIP: Chairperson, Ed Coelho, (510) 881-5705
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Peggy Maurer, (510) 538-5671
HALL MANAGER: Pat Ballinger, (510) 537-1502
HALL RENTAL MANAGER: Monica Corona, 510-239-7941

YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Gloria Meeker
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Transfiguration Catholic Church
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 2, 2018
Humbly welcome the word that has been planted
in you and is able to save your souls.
— James 1:21b

Mass Intentions (September 1-8, 2018)
Sat.
4:00 p.m. For the People
Sun.
7:30 a.m. Fr. Vincent Copodanno
9:00 a.m. Herman White, Sr.
11:00 a.m. Augusto & Eduina Silva,
Manuel Faria & Family
Mon.
8:00 a.m. John & Mary Silva
Tues.
8:00 a.m. Frank Gomes
Wed.
8:00 a.m. Anthony Bettencourt
Thurs.
8:00 a.m. Luiz Capela
Fri.
9:30 a.m. Julia Newbert
Sat.
4:00 p.m. Dr. Douglas Franklin and
Edward & Mary Joaquin
Note: Mass on Friday, September 7th will be at 9:30a.m.
Isaac Nodal & Jocelyn Nodal will be hosting
coffee and donuts this Sunday after the 9:00 a.m.
Mass. Stop by and enjoy the fellowship.

THE HIGHEST LAW
From time to time, newspapers and magazines will offer, as
an item of “filler,” various laws that are still on the books but
seem silly to us in our day and age. In one California city, it
is illegal to have two indoor bathtubs in one house. Clean
water, a precious commodity when the law was written, is
now readily available, so the law seems silly. But the human
value of protecting and preserving precious resources is still
around, evident in many conservation laws that seem sensible to us. So it is with the laws of religious tradition. What
Jesus scorns today is others’ attitude toward ritual laws, an
attitude that becomes nearly idolatrous when laws are observed for their own sake. Jesus teaches that observation of
external ritual laws is of value only when they are emblems
of our internal disposition toward the will of God. Our whole
lives must follow the one ultimate law of God: to love God
completely and to love neighbor entirely. Roman Catholicism is a tradition rich with customs, traditions, and even
laws. As we continue to listen to the voice of Christ, we must
always look into our own hearts and underneath our ritual
practices to make sure that love of God and love of neighbor
are what we prize above all.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Pancake Breakfast

Team “C” will be hosting the Pancake Breakfast next Sunday
after the 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Masses in the Parish Hall. Allyou-can-eat pancakes, ham, sausage, scrambled eggs, orange
juice, coffee/tea/hot chocolate. Adult: $4, Senior: $3, Child: $3,
Family: $8. Be sure to come and enjoy a great meal and the
fellowship. See you there!

Adult Bible Study
There will be no Bible Study on
Monday September 3, 2018.

September Birthdays

Happy Birthday to you, May God Bless you.
Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, May God Bless you!

The next Baptism Class will be
Tuesday, September 11, 2018.
Please call the Parish Office to register.
Eucharistic Ministry

The Eucharistic Ministry is looking for volunteers to serve
in our Liturgy. If you are interested, please send an email
to Elmer Serrano at: eserrano76@gmail.com. Training
will be provided. Thank you.

Sixty Plus or Minus Club

Please join us for our continental breakfast and meeting in
the Hall following the 9:30 a.m. Mass on the first Friday
of the month, September 7th. The hosts for the month are
Adele Jenkins and Jill Bennett. Bingo will be played after
the meeting. Non-members are always welcome. Please
sign up today if you plan to attend.

The Parish Office will be closed on
Monday, September 3, 2018
in observance of the Labor Day holiday.
We extend a warm welcome to new parishioners.
Please pick up a registration form in the vestibule
of the church and return it to the Parish Office.
This helps us to serve you better.

Stewardship Corner

The collection total for the weekend of:
August 25th & 26th—$8,565.50
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of
providing for the upkeep of our parish community.
Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living Trust

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
When an altar is dedicated, the Rite of Dedicaton directs that,
if possible, the relics of a martyr be mortared into the church
floor under the mensa, or “altar table.” Up until this revised
rite, the general practice was to include small relics of saints
in an altar stone, a slab of marble that was normally set in the
altar itself. Today’s rite states a clear preference for “martyr,”
and for a substantial part of the body, in accord with our tradition’s desire for substantial symbols. Martyr, of course,
means “witness” in Greek, and was the title given early on to
the people who by their death imaged the death of Christ.
From the beginning, there has never been a shortage of such
people, although it took a while for the Church to develop a
process to declare someone a martyr. Saint Augustine tells
how it was done in the fifth century. By then, popular opinion
didn’t count as much as an official tribunal set up by the bishop of the place where the martyr suffered. After the inquiry
established that the person did indeed die for the faith, a metropolitan bishop had to ratify the decision before a shrine
could be built or an altar set up over the martyr’s tomb. For
the most part, the honor paid to a martyr (called a “cult”) was
restricted to that diocese, although the fame of some heroes
spread so much that they were celebrated elsewhere. The age
of the martyrs is now, and more people died for the faith in
the twentieth century than ever before, witnessing to Christ to
the end. Their sacrifice remains “the seed of the Church.”
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

You are cordially invited...

The Sisters of the Holy Names are celebrating
150 years of presence and ministry in California.
Bishop Michael Barber will preside at a Eucharistic
Liturgy at the Cathedral of Christ the Light on
Saturday, October 6, 2018 at 3:30 PM.
A reception will follow. All are welcome.
Please RSVP to http://www.snjmca150.org

Diocesan Priest Retirement Collection
Next Weekend

Let’s remember our retired priests. Although they are
officially retired, some of the priests in that category are
still “laboring in the vineyard” as chaplains, pastor emeriti,
spiritual directors and more. Next weekend, we will have
the opportunity to contribute to the Diocesan Priest Retirement Benefit Trust. Show them your appreciation by offering a donation and remembering them in your prayers.
Youth Ministry and Youth Music News

We are looking for Middle, High School and College students to join our amazing Youth Choir and Band in leading
the music at Sunday 9:00 a.m. Mass. If you like to sing or
play an instrument with a great band this is the place to be!
We rehearse on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. We are also looking
for those who might be interested in being a cantor at Youth
Mass. For more information or questions please email Alex
at: Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net or see him after 9:00
a.m. Mass on Sunday. We would love for you to join us!

Adult Choir News

Our wonderful Adult Choir is getting back together after
summer break and we are looking for new choir members. We are a friendly and supportive group and would
love you to join us in inspiring and uplifting experience
of praising God in song! We rehearse weekly and sing
at 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays. If you never tried or if
you haven’t sung in a choir in a while this would be a
great time to join Transfiguration Adult Choir! Please
contact Alexander Katsman, Music Ministry Director,
by email at Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net.
You can also leave a message at (510) 538-7941, ext.302
or see our musicians at church on a weekend. We are
looking forward to meeting you!

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
Second Reading: James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27
Psalm: 15—Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97-102; Lk 4:16-30,
or, for Labor Day, any readings from the
Mass “For the Blessings of Human Labor,”
nos. 907-911
Tuesday:
1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-14; Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-44
Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11
Friday:
1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40;
Lk 5:33-39
Saturday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]
Sunday:
Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5;
Mk 7:31-37
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday:
St. Gregory the Great; Labor Day
Friday:
First Friday
Saturday:
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

St. Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent de Paul would like to thank everyone who
contributed to our Back-to-School Backpack Drive. We
collected 24 backpacks and over $600 in donations. With
your generous help, we were able to supply backpacks to
all of the children who needed them in our area thus
providing them with a good start for the school year.

Buon Tempo Upcoming Dinners

Transfiguration Parish Hall
All parishioners are invited to the following dinners:

October 2, 1018—Chicken Cacciatore
November 6, 2018—Holiday Ham
If you are interested in attending, please call the Dinner Line,
510-483-6929. Reservations must be made by the Friday before
the dinner. Info: Call Len Tallo, President, 510-912-5730.

LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS
THE “JOY OF THE GOSPEL”
The Proclamation of the Gospel—#252
Interreligious Dialogue
Our relationship with the followers of Islam has taken on great importance, since they are now significantly present in many traditionally Christian countries, where they can freely worship and become fully a part of society. We must never forget that they
“profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together
with us they adore the one, merciful God, who will
judge humanity on the last day”. The sacred writings
of Islam have retained some Christian teachings; Jesus and Mary receive profound veneration and it is
admirable to see how Muslims both young and old,
men and women, make time for daily prayer and
faithfully take part in religious services. Many of
them also have a deep conviction that their life, in its
entirety, is from God and for God. They also
acknowledge the need to respond to God with an ethical commitment and with mercy towards those most
in need.

Fr. Terry’s Remarks— For weeks we have been
lauding the goodness and fruit of dialogue. This
week we are applauding our progress in entering into
dialogue with the followers of Islam. The irony of
the moment should not be lost. How about our bishops, archbishops and cardinals starting the kind of
dialogue that 'The Joy of the Gospel' so beautifully
presents to us? Pope Francis says to us: '' they,
Islam, profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us they adore the One, Merciful God''.
Never was our belief in the Infinite Mercy of God
more relevant than at this time and never was it more
necessary for our 'guides' to acknowledge humbly
and contritely their need for that infinite mercy.
''God help us all''.

