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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Director, Patrice Ballinger
(510) 537-1502 or TransfigCCD@aol.com
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano
FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Peggy Maurer, (510) 538-5671
HALL RENTAL MANAGER: Monica Corona, 510-239-7941
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Transfiguration Catholic Church
Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 29, 2020

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice!
— Psalm 130:1

For your convenience please access the following
Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: https://ebulletin.jspaluch.com

Facing the Covid-19 crisis
Is there a Christian way of facing the Covid-19 crisis? Yes, of course, there is. I can think of at least
four characteristics:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/

The first is the move from “I” to “we”. This is a
frightening situation that we face together. The common good — the good of us all — must be given
first place; within the common good, we will find
our own good. That is a very Christian, even a very
Catholic virtue.

Announcement
In this new day of trying times, we as a Parish have
to re-think on how we can best communicate with
each other on issues pertaining to our own wellbeing and our church. In this regard, with the current
digital technology, we can continue to communicate
as a community.

The second is an attitude of concern and compassion. Even if we must be isolated in our own homes
or workplaces, modern communications allow us to
stay in touch in a way impossible before. This is a
great benefit. But, we need to choose to stay in contact, perhaps with a greater frequency so that people
don’t feel abandoned.

It is therefore imperative that we need your email
address to be added to your database profile strictly
for Parish communication purposes.

The third is a respect for truth. In recent years, the
truth has suffered in public discourse, giving rise to
a horrible expression, the post-truth era. In these
days, we need to pay attention to science and medicine and less attention to opinion-makers and rumours. A society without truth cannot last. Today,
right now, we need truth more than ever before.

If you’re not yet registered with the Parish, please let
the office know so we can send you copy of the
registration form.
Thank you for your cooperation.
CONTRIBUTION SUPPORT
A heartfelt thanks to those who continue to contribute
either electronically (online contribution) or regular mail.
The Parish Office also have a mail slot next to the front
door that you can drop your envelope. Please check our
website: transfigchurch.com if you would like to consider on-line donation. Thank you for your support.
Adult Bible Study
Monday evening Bible Study is suspended until
further notice in observance of the “shelter-inplace” mandate by Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

Lastly, as Christians, we can pray. We can pray in
particular for scientists, medical personnel and politicians. These are wonderful people with a huge job
of work before them. As we pray for ourselves and
our families and friends, we pray too for all who
look after the common good. (Kieran O’Mahony)
Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of :
Mar 21st & Mar 22nd — $1,625.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of
providing for the upkeep of our parish community.
Reminder
There’s a collection for St. Vincent de Paul this Sunday,
March 29, 2020. Thank you for your generosity.

Sunday March 29, 2020
Readings: EZ 37:12-14, ROM 8:8-11, JN 11:1-45
I had a job at a racetrack as a stable boy and hotwalker one
summer when I was in college--harness racing with standard-bred horses pulling sulkies. I liked the horses but I
also enjoyed being around the trainers and drivers. One day
I asked a trainer about blinders, these devices a little bit
larger than a credit card that they put beside the eyes of
some of the horses. He explained that some horses get skittish around other horses, so the blinders are used to have
the horses keep their eyes ahead on the goal. But he also
explained that some horses grow out of the skittishness and
that in general it is better if the horse has no blinders.
I don’t think it’s a perfect analogy, but I like to compare it
to following Christ and comprehending and participating in
his Resurrection. St. Paul in his letter to the Romans
writes, “If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also, through his
Spirit dwelling in you.” Our goal should be to have his
Spirit living in us!
We all have blind spots, often that we are unaware of, that
inhibit us from fully accepting the presence of the Spirit.
Chris Haw, Professor of Theology at a Jesuit university,
the University of Scranton, calls it, “the arrogance of pretending to have no bias” and “the closed-mindedness of
open-mindedness.” We keep our eyes straight ahead on
Christ the Light. But to follow Christ and fully participate
in his Resurrection, we have to look around us, recognize
our blind spots and take off our blinders.
This Lent in particular provides an opportunity for us to
examine our lives and look for our blind spots. The third,
fourth, and fifth Sundays of Lent in Cycle A (this year) are
the three scrutinies and all three Gospel readings are from
John, These three weeks are used in the RCIA process and
provide a microcosm of Lent in particular and living a
Christian life in general.
In the first scrutiny, we see Jesus meet the Samaritan woman at the well. The message is that God’s grace, the living
water, is for everyone, regardless of circumstances of life,
culture, ethnicity, or even religious belief. I ask myself,
“Where are my blind spots”? “Am I willing to take my
blinders off?”
In the second scrutiny, Jesus encounters a blind man.
Many in the crowd think the man’s blindness is punishment for something he or his parents did. Jesus opened the
man’s eyes so that he could see. He opened the eyes of
many in the crowd as well; they were amazed and saw that
Jesus must be from God. However, others were afraid to
say that and still others accused Jesus of sinning because
he opened the man’s eyes on the Sabbath. I ask myself,
“Do I refuse to see Jesus if it is inconvenient?” “Do I use
blinders because I don’t like what I see around me?”
In today’s Gospel, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead,

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11
Psalm: 130—Gospel: John 11:1-45 (3-7, 17, 20-27,
33b-45)

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];
Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21;
Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;
Jn 8:31-42
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59
Friday:
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13;
Jn 11:45-56
Sunday:
Mt 21:1-11 (procession);
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;
Phil 2:6-11;
Mt 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Wednesday: April Fool’s Day
Thursday: St. Francis of Paola
Friday:
First Friday; Abstinence
Saturday: St. Isidore; First Saturday
continue…...Deacon Marty
foreshadowing the event we will celebrate in two weeks,
the Resurrection of Jesus. As a young boy and into adulthood, I focused on the resurrection of the human body of
Jesus. But if we stay there, we minimize the meaning.
Understanding the life and Resurrection of Jesus leads us
to a higher level of consciousness. Jesus knew the law
better than anyone, including the Pharisees and other detractors and doubters. But Jesus showed us that obedience
to God is not about dutifully following the law, but rather
engaging the Spirit in the way we live our lives. I ask myself, “Do I see God in the faces and lives of others” “Do I
see the opportunity to be a source of the Spirit for others?”
We live in a world of doubt and uncertainty, conflict and
division. The coronavirus amplifies our anxiety. The Resurrection is our source of hope. In these anxious times, we
can be the Resurrection for others when we throw away
our blinders.
______________
1Chris Haw, “From Willow Creek to Sacred
Heart” (Notre Dame, Indiana: Ave Maria Press, 2012),
127
Deacon Marty

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
Let us continue to muse.
These days I find myself looking more and more skywards. Is it my imagination and is the magnificent
sight looking brighter and more beautiful? Are the
fewer planes and the disappearing motors exhausts
already altering our atmosphere? Or are my Celtic
character and faith already wafting me aloft to my
heavenly home? If it is the former and our slowing
down is already influencing the environment around
and above us, then, we have further cause to examine
what the prophets of our day are telling us. If in such a
short time -a matter of days- the change is visible to
our eyes, surely, we have cause to look more closely
at our way of life. Now that we are being so displaced
by another serious world mishap gives us a great opportunity for us all to open our hearts to each other, to
confess how self centered so many of us had become
and how the mantra of convenience had hoodwinked
us so much -why we cannot survive with a mountain
of tissue- now we can become our true selves as the
good Lord has created us. Most of us make great sacrifices for our beloved ones. Let us return to our Gospel values and expand our vision of beloved ones, not
just our immediate family but all in our country, all of
our neighboring countries and rereading the Gospel,
envision once more that my neighbor is all humanity,
all creatures, all of creation itself. Now is the acceptable time, let's embrace it with all our hearts.

