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Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith”
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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Sixteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
July 19, 2020
Those who are just must be kind.
— Wisdom 12:19

GOOD SEEDS
Today Jesus continues to speak to his followers using parables. What a rich treasure we are given
today in three parables about the kingdom of heaven!
The kingdom is likened to a man sowing good seed
in his field, a mustard seed, and yeast mixed with
flour. As they did last week, today the disciples press
Jesus for an interpretation of one of the parables—
the parable of the man sowing good seed. Lest we
think that these parables are simply amusing little
anecdotes, Jesus’ interpretation should be seen for
what it is—a warning. Wailing and grinding of teeth
in a fiery furnace await those who are children of the
evil one. This parable points to the struggle for today’s believer. Sometimes, through sin, we sow
weeds and prevent the love of Christ from blossoming. Let today’s Gospel help put us back on track.
Let us recommit ourselves to preparing for the last
days, the harvest, by blossoming as the good seeds
we were created in love to be.

Jesus said,
“The kingdom of heaven
May be likened to a man
Who sowed good seed in his field.”

Need Prayer?
If so, our St. Vincent de Paul members would love to
pray for your intentions. Go to the St. Vincent de
Paul Society page on the parish website under
“Parish Ministries.” Fill out the short form at the bottom of the page, submit your request and, our 20
members will pray for your intentions. If you like to
join
us,
please
contact
Mike
Dresen
(m.dresen@comcast.net). Prayer is Powerful!

What Is Our Leaven?
In our own growth, something usually spurs us on
and calls us to change. For a young couple who find
out they are expecting, this may be the impetus to
“grow up” and straighten out their spending habits.
For another, perhaps a heart attach or prolonged illness calls one to wake and gives one a second
change at life. Losing a job or a spouse or surviving
a car accident may mean it is time for “do-over.”
Isn’t it amazing to realize that we are blessed with a
tender, loving God who will walk through all these
changes in our lives, who is cajoling us into a better
self? Here is a God who doesn’t pull the plug because of our sins, but is willing to wait and sort and
“gather the wheat.” Let us be grateful for this gift of
loving mercy. Recall the simple prayer found in
Psalm 86:15-16: “You, O Lord, are a God merciful
and gracious, /slow to anger, abounding in kindness
and fidelity. /Turn toward me, and have pity on
me; /give your strength to your servant.”
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Announcement
Transfiguration Church Masses continue to be suspended
due to the corona virus pandemic. Please follow the
Sunday Mass scheduled at 12 noon via Facebook. Thank
you.

CRS Rice Bowl Collection
Due to Lent having been interrupted by the COVID
-19 pandemic, we did not collect the donations for
CRS Rice Bowl at the end of Lent as we normally
do. If you have not already done so, we ask that you
count up the money in your Rice Bowl box and
write a check to the parish, with “Rice Bowl” written in the memo line. Bring it by the parish office
or mail it in. Remember that when you give to Rice
Bowl, 25% stays locally, most of which goes to
feed those in need in our diocese, through groups
like St. Vincent de Paul. Thank you for participating in CRS Rice Bowl this past Lent!

—Matthew 13-24

We live in an instant world of microwaves and drive
-throughs and a disposable society in which things
quickly become obsolete, so today’s message is very
strange. In all the readings today, and especially in
the Gospel, we see transformation, but it is not
something that happens overnight, nor does it take
place without effort. We are met with parables of a
patient and loving God who can see a positive outcome at the end and is willing to wait and nourish us
and help us all get there. The sower’s seeds require a
growth period and some careful sorting. To make the
bread, one must knead it and wait patiently. In planting a mustard see, something so tiny yields great results, but not until after completing a period of dormancy and waiting.

—Copyright ©2020, J.S. Paluch Company Inc.

NEED ASSISTANCE
We have 2 previously homeless individuals that are now
getting to an apartment. They are seeking assistance for
several household items e.g. 2 beds, towels, dishes, or any
other household item you think they could use. Please
contact Diana Ambrose on 510-881-3752 to coordinate.
Thank you.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27
Psalm: 86 — Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43, [24-30]

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17,
21, 23; Mt 12:38-42
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8;
Mt 12:46-50
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17;
Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-11;
Mt 13:10-17
Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;
Mt 13:18-23
2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,
127-130; Rom 8:28-30;
Mt 13:44-52 [44-46]

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday:
St. Apollinaris
Tuesday:
St. Lawrence of Brindisi
Wednesday: St. Mary Magdalene
Thursday:
St. Bridget
Friday:
St. Sharbel Makhlūf
Saturday:
St. James
Attention Amazon Shoppers!!!
Transfiguration Church is a registered non-profit on
Amazon Smile, Amazon’s charitable giving program. To register your account for donations to
“Transfiguration Castro Valley” and click choose.
Amazon will then donate .5% of qualifying purchases to Transfiguration! All you have to do is the initial setup, and then go to smile. Amazon.com each
time you shop! It’s that easy. Thank you for your
support of Transfiguration Catholic Church.
WORDS AND WEEDS
A man of words and not of deeds
Is like a garden full of weeds.
—Anonymous nursery rhyme

Thank you for your continued support of
Transfiguration Church as it struggles to
fulfill its financial obligations due to the
corona virus pandemic.
Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living
Trust.

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
St. Vincent de Paul
St. Vincent de Paul members are again collecting
new backpacks filled with school supplies for our
clients going “Back to School” whether it be virtual
or at school buildings. Backpacks filled with school
supplies can be dropped off on Saturday 7/25/2020
from 1:00 pm—3:00 p.m. in front of the church hall.
St. Vincent de Paul members wearing face masks
and gloves will be there to accept your donations as
you drive up.
Necessary school supplies include: 2 notebooks,
wide ruled paper and new binder, colored pencils,
washable markers, crayons, pencils and pens, ruler,
erasers, small tissue packs, and sketch pad.
ANNOUNCEMENT
Many of our parishioners have given permission to use
their email address for parish communication purposes. If
you would like to receive the Sunday Bulletin and parish
updates electronically, please send email to transfig_office@sbcglobal.net to be included in the distribution. Thank You.

Intercession of the Spirit
Weak and inclined to evil as people are, in prayer
they should turn to the Spirit. We do not even know
how to express ourselves in prayer. The Spirit must
translate our inarticulate desires. For we have the
Spirit dwelling in us through our baptism (Rom 5:5;
Jn 3:5-6), and it is he who assists us in formulating
that just prayer which is according to God’s saving
plan and has our salvation as its object.
—New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal.

Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of

July 11th & July 12th — $11,470.00
Building Fund — $1,145.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)

Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing
for the upkeep of our parish community.

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

WEAK RESPONSES
#59.
At the same time we can note the rise of a
false or superficial ecology which bolsters complacency and a cheerful recklessness. As often occurs
in periods of deep crisis which require bold decisions, we are tempted to think that what is happening is not entirely clear. Superficially, apart from a
few obvious signs of pollution and deterioration,
things do not look that serious, and the planet could
continue as it is for some time. Such evasiveness
serves as a licence to carrying on with our present
lifestyles and models of production and consumption. This is the way human beings contrive to feed
their self-destructive vices: trying not to see them,
trying not to acknowledge them, delaying the important decisions and pretending that nothing will
happen.

Fr. Terry’s Remarks:
We keep saying how our present pandemic helps
shine a light on our environmental crises. Today's
paragraph 59 has uncanny echoes of what is happening in our evasions in dealing with the immediate
corona crises.
''a false complacency and a cheerful recklessness.''
'things are not entirely clear'
''apart from some a few obvious signs of pollution
and deterioration, the Planet can continue as it is for
some time.''
These excuses gives us false cover for us to carry on
as usual.
When are we going to wake up?

