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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Eighteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 2, 2020
All you who are thirsty,
come to the water!
— Isaiah 55:1a

OUR DEEPEST NEEDS

Eighteenth Sunday
August 2, 2020
Today’s passage from Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans concludes Chapter 8 with a flourish. It is the
exclamation point of Paul’s teaching on the presence
of the Spirit within them and among them. The
church in Rome faced great suffering as they were
marginalized and persecuted for their faith. Paul
names both social and cosmic forces that oppress
them, over which they have no control. Their trials
likely provoked questions that led them to wonder,
“Where is God?”
Paul teaches that God is so deeply present within us
that nothing can separate us from God. This includes
our own forms of resistance. Even when we find
myriad ways to avoid and run away, God is waiting
patiently. Even when God seems distant or absent,
God continues to invite, to welcome, and to speak to
us.
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IMAGINING GOD’S ABUNDANCE
When reflecting upon today’s Gospel passage from
Matthew, the story of the feeding of the multitude,
we might consider the role of Jesus’ disciples. Unlike
the very similar story in Matthew 15, Jesus responds
to the disciples by saying, “give them some food
yourselves.” Jesus is pushing his disciples to think
beyond the apparent scarcity, and to open their imaginations to God’s abundance. They are to join in with
what God is doing. Jesus then takes, blesses, breaks,
and shares the bread (anticipating his action at the
Last Supper), and the disciples share the loaves with
the crowd.
The stories of the feeding of the multitudes, also
point ahead to the practice of Eucharist in the
Church. The Eucharist itself points ahead to God’s
banquet at the consummation of the reign of God,
when all will share God’s abundance. We the Church
are call to open our imaginations to God present and
active, who continually works toward God’s promised future. We are to share in God’s passionate desire to feed the people and join in what God is doing
here and now.

The word of God serves up a tremendous
feast for us today. Isaiah beckons all who hunger and
thirst to come to the Lord for satisfaction. The psalmist cries out, “The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs” (Psalm 145:16). Saint Paul tells
us that nothing can separate us from the love of God.
Finally, in the Gospel, we hear the story of the miraculous feeding of over five thousand people from a
mere five loaves and two fish. Most of us have our
material needs met on a day-to-day basis. These
scriptures, nevertheless, have much to say to the contemporary believer. We must ask ourselves, “Where
are my deepest hungers? Where are my thirsts?” After material needs are satisfied and, in some cases,
over-satisfied, many people still experience a deep
longing for spiritual balance and well-being. As the
loaves and fish are multiplied in today’s Gospel, perhaps our prayer can be a longing for the satisfaction
of the deepest needs that only God can fill.

The Transfiguration of the Lord
August 6, 2020

Feast of the Transfiguration, Christian commemoration of the occasion upon which Jesus Christ took
three of his disciples, Peter, James, and John, up on a
mountain, where Moses and Elijah appeared and Jesus was transfigured, his face and clothes becoming
dazzlingly bright (Mark 9:2-13; Matthew 17:1-13;
Luke 9:28-36). The festival celebrates the revelation
of the eternal glory of the Second Person of the Trinity, which was normally veiled during Christ’s life on
earth. According to tradition, the event took place on
Mount Tabor.
It is not known when the festival was first celebrated,
but it was kept in Jerusalem as early as the 7th century and in most parts of the Byzantine Empire by the
9th century. It was gradually introduced into the
Western Church, and its observance was fixed
as August 6 by Pope Calixtus III in 1457 as a thank
offering for the victory over the Turks at Belgrade on
that day in 1456. In 2002 Pope John Paul II updated
the meditations of the rosary with five “luminous
mysteries,” of which the Transfiguration is one. In
the Orthodox Church it has always been a major festival. In some churches it is celebrated on other dates.
The Armenian Apostolic Church keeps it on the fourteenth Sunday after Easter, and some Lutherans on
the Sunday after Epiphany.
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Announcement
Transfiguration Church Masses continue to be suspended
due to the corona virus pandemic. Please follow the Sunday Mass scheduled at 12 noon via Facebook. Thank you.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3

Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39
Psalm: 145 — Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80,
95, 102; Mt 14:22-36
Tuesday:
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-21,
29, 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 or
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday:
Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13;
Mt 15:21-28
Thursday:
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;
2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9
Friday:
Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab,
39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28
Saturday:
Hb 1:12 — 2:4; Ps 9:8-13; Mt 17:14-20
Sunday:
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14;
Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Tuesday:
St. John Vianney
Wednesday: Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary
Major
Thursday:
The Transfiguration of the Lord;
Hiroshima Memorial Day
Friday:
St. Sixtus II and Companions;
St. Cajetan;
First Friday
Saturday:
St. Dominic
THIRST
You have put salt in our mouths that we may thirst for
you.
—St. AugusƟne

Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, Aug. 3, 2020 via
Zoom, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Free
willing to be mailed to Michael Galvan at Transfiguration Catholic
Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley
Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552. Please arrange
Zoom connectivity with Mike Dresen at
m.dresen@comcast.net.
Thank you for your continued support of
Transfiguration Church as it struggles to
fulfill its financial obligations due to the
corona virus pandemic.
Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living
Trust.

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
SAINT JOHN MARY VIANNEY
(1786-1859)
August 4

A busy pastor jokingly suggests the secret of
John Vianney’s holiness: “He died seventeen years
before telephones!” Call they didn’t, but visit they
did, keeping Vianney eighteen hours a day in the
confessional. Stories abound of reading hearts and
exorcisms, but Vianney’s first miracle was getting
ordained. Difficulty with studies delayed him,
prompting the rector’s apology to the bishop, “So far
to ordain just one, especially this one!” The bishop,
who could not know he was ordaining the future patron saint of parish priests, replied, “No burden to
ordain one good priest!” In Ars, only an elderly
handful attended Mass, “praying,” one told Vianney,
“for a priest with brains.” But he stayed forty-two
years, fulfilling the promise he made the day he arrived. In a sculpture just outside the village Vianney
points skyward: “Show me the way to Ars,” he tells
a boy, “and I’ll show you the way to heaven.” To
someone who feared there was no heaven beyond the
grave, Vianney smiled, “My child, it would have
been heaven enough to have lived as Jesus’ disciple
on earth.”
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

PRAYER AND HUMILITY
Arm yourself with prayer rather than a
sword; wear humility rather than fine clothes.
—St. Dominic

August Birthdays
Happy Birthday to you, May God Bless you.
Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, May God Bless You!

Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of

July 25th & July 26th — $4,990.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)

Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing
for the upkeep of our parish community.

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

A VARIETY OF OPINIONS
#61. On many concrete questions, the Church has
no reason to offer a definitive opinion; she knows
that honest debate must be encouraged among experts, while respecting divergent views. But we need
only take a frank look at the facts to see that our
common home is falling into serious disrepair. Hope
would have us recognize that there is always a way
out, that we can always redirect our steps, that we
can always do something to solve our problems.
Still, we can see signs that things are now reaching a
breaking point, due to the rapid pace of change and
degradation; these are evident in large-scale natural
disasters as well as social and even financial crises,
for the world’s problems cannot be analyzed or explained in isolation. There are regions now at high
risk and, aside from all doomsday predictions, the
present world system is certainly unsustainable from
a number of points of view, for we have stopped
thinking about the goals of human activity. “If we
scan the regions of our planet, we immediately see
that humanity has disappointed God’s Expectations.”
Fr. Terry’s Remarks:
Pope Francis tells us this week that he has not got
the solution to our Planet's illnesses but that the
Church and all of us have a responsibility to seek
answers. And because it is a Global problem and
eventually it will gravely effect everyone of us, we
all have a duty to unite and seek solutions that the
best science can offer. We can no longer afford to
be selfish or believe that some of us will be fine and
be able to escape by closing our eyes. We believers
especially, must ask ourselves, if we are following
God's design for ourselves and our earthly home?

