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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Twentieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 16, 2020

Observe what is right, do what is just;
for my salvation is about to come,
my justice, about to be revealed.
— Isaiah 56:1

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Matthew opens the scene in today’s Gospel by setting up
a conflict. Unlike the parallel story in Mark (7:24), the
woman is described as “a Canaanite.” This label serves to
evoke the ancient animosity between Jews and other peoples in the region. The woman, who is never named, begs
for help for her daughter. The disciples are actively dismissive of her, as a woman and a foreigner, and deem her
to be unworthy of their attention. The text suggests that
Jesus initially sided with the disciples. But then he recognized the strength of her faith.
Many women, foreigners, or marginalized persons might
identify with this woman’s story. Sometimes faith means
standing fast, in care for others or in fidelity to truth, even
when it seems that no one supports you. Some how, the
woman recognized God’s power and God’s care within
Jesus. And Jesus recognized that God was active within
her, manifested in her commitment to her daughter. Jesus
saw his Father’s larger horizon of care for everyone, Jew
and Gentile, within this faith-filled woman.

A New Temple

Isaiah articulates the vision that it is God’s deep desire
that all human beings will respond to God in prayer and
thanksgiving. God will summon everyone to “my holy
mountain,” that is, the temple Mount. The temple was the
primary symbol of God’s presence among the people. The
Temple was where communal worship and sacrifice took
place. Worship served to give thanks for God’s blessings
on the people. Sacrifice served to help heal relationships
between God and Israel, and within the community, when
sin had damaged or broken them.
The early church reflected upon this vision and saw Jesus
as a new temple. The person of Jesus is to be worshiped
as God’s active presence within human life. Jesus is to be
worshiped in prayer and thanksgiving, and Jesus is where
relationships are healed and renewed. In Jesus, God invites the whole world into God’s loving care.
Your Prayers Are Requested for the
Repose of the Soul of:

John Zebratski
(Husband of the late Mary Zebratski)
John and Mary were two of the founding members of
Transfiguration Catholic Church.
Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of

Aug. 8th & Aug. 9th — $5,341.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing
for the upkeep of our parish community.
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WHY PRAY?
The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them, the
“Gentiles” as Paul calls them, or the “Canaanites” as
Matthew calls them are called to worship the one true
God in prayer. As we listen to today’s readings, perhaps we are tempted to ask: Why pray? The question
is rhetorical; it is tantamount to asking why should
friends talk to one another or people in love kiss one
another. Prayer is a way of relating to God, a way of
talking to God. The apostles had the opportunity to
talk to Jesus in the flesh. We have the opportunity to
talk to Jesus Christ in prayer. Our relationship with
him must be enthusiastic; it cannot be faint-hearted.
John Donne, a fifteenth-century poet, knew what the
qualities of good prayer were. Donne asks God to
treat him differently from most Christians. The poet
does not want God to merely “knock, breathe, shine,
and seek to mend,” but also to “break, blow, burn,
and make me new” (Holy Sonnets, XIV).
It takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to
God in prayer. As Jesus once said, “Knock and the
door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). It may
take pounding the door down, but if we are as persistent as the woman in today’s Gospel, the results will
follow.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

GRATITUDE
O Thou who has given us so much, mercifully grant us one thing more—a grateful heart.
—George Herbert

A Reminder
If you are set up for electronic donation, please verify that your donation was arranged for one time or
recurring deduction as you intended. There have
been issues on those that selected recurring and not
happening. Please let the Church Parish Office know
via email at transfig_office@sbcglobal.net or call on
510-538-7941 to have your intended recurring donation corrected. Thank you.
Announcement
Transfiguration Church Masses continue to be suspended
due to the corona virus pandemic. Please follow the Sunday Mass scheduled at 12 noon via Facebook. Thank you.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7

Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Psalm: 67 — Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday:
Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab;
Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday:
Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday:
Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
Mt 22:1-14
Friday:
Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40
Saturday:
Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
Mt 23:1-12
Sunday:
Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8;
Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wednesday: St. John Eudes
Thursday:
St. Bernard
Friday:
St. Pius X
Saturday:
Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbOVJzFJt4uPc2VtCCc_IHA/
SAINT PIUS X (1835-1914)
August 21
Presidential vetoes we understand. But imagine vetoing a papal election! Yet in the conclave of
1903, the Archbishop of Cracow (ironically, a predecessor in that office of Karol Wojtyla, the future
John Paul II) vetoed the leading candidate on the order of the Austro-Hungarian emperor. Instead, the
cardinals elected Giuseppe Sarto of Venice as Pius
X, the first pope, after a succession of nobles and
diplomats, to hail from humble origins. Nor did the
papacy alter his endearing simplicity. Tailors eventually made his cassock cuffs detachable because he
absentmindedly wiped his fountain pen on them, forgetting that his old black cassock had been replaced
by papal white! Taking as his motto “To restore all
things in Christ” (Ephesians 1:10), Pius condemned
the theological innovations called “modernism,” yet
dramatically altered the then-common practice
whereby people rarely received Communion for fear
of unworthiness, mandating early First Communion
and urging everyone to frequent reception. Refusing
to bless troops assembled in Saint Peter’s Square—
“I bless peace, not war!”—he died brokenhearted as
World War I engulfed Christian Europe despite his
peacemaking efforts.
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Dear Parishioners, our beloved John Zebratski has gone
to heaven. He’s now with his beloved wife Mary. He is
the last of the original families present at the 1st Mass.
We hold him in our hearts and prayers. RIP .
Fr. Mario Borges/Pastor

Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, Aug. 17, 2020 via
Zoom, 7:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Free will
to be mailed to Michael Galvan at
Transfiguration Catholic Church,
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA
94552. Please arrange Zoom connectivity with Mike
Dresen at m.dresen@comcast.net.
Remember Transfiguration in your Will and Living
Trust.

Your Prayers Are Requested for the
Repose of the Soul of:

Mark Ulgado
(Son of Manolito & Russiella Ulgado)

Thank you for your continued support of
Transfiguration Church as it struggles to
fulfill its financial obligations due to the
corona virus pandemic.

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

THE LIGHT OFFERED BY FAITH
#63. Given the complexity of the ecological crisis
and its multiple causes, we need to realize that the
solutions will not emerge from just one way of interpreting and transforming reality. Respect must also
be shown for the various cultural riches of different
peoples, their art and poetry, their interior life and
spirituality. If we are truly concerned to develop an
ecology capable of remedying the damage we have
done, no branch of the sciences and no form of wisdom can be left out, and that includes religion and
the language particular to it. The Catholic Church is
open to dialogue with philosophical thought; this
has enabled her to produce various syntheses between faith and reason. The development of the
Church’s social teaching represents such a synthesis
with regard to social issues; this teaching is called to
be enriched by taking up new challenges.
Fr. Terry’s Remarks:
Last week we asked the question; ''What has faith to
do with the environment?'' Well, we find faith and
religions plays a tremendous part in the lives
of billions of people both directly and indirectly.
And, so has a tremendous impact on society and our
environment. If we are to seek solutions to heal our
planet then, we would be wise to listen to whatever
wisdom that our Faith can bring to our necessary
dialog. Any proposed cures will affect us all and the
wisdom and talents that religion engenders can both
help find solutions and give aid to our efforts to put
solutions into effect. This is a time to listen to each
other and realize that we all have to work in unison.
Let us put aside any pettiness or prejudices and
work for the good of us all.

