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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020
Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing.
— 1 Thessalonians 5:16

Continued from last week…

FEAST OF FAITH
The Shape of the Mass

“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical
on fraternity and social friendship, is an important teaching document that must be read by anyone who wants to
know where Pope Francis is coming from.

In the renewal of the liturgy that followed the
Second Vatican Council, the full, conscious, and active participation of the assembly was the primary
consideration. By participation, the Council Fathers
did not mean just joining in the singing and the spoken responses, but active engagement and prayerful
understanding of the rites. They envisioned a transparent liturgy, a worship that spoke so directly to the
hearts and minds of the faithful that it would require
no explanation at all.
The liturgy itself is the best possible catechesis on the liturgy. What does the liturgy teach us? It
shows us the ministry of Jesus continuing in the present. He gathers a community. He calls us to prayer
and repentance and praise. He teaches us with the
very word of God. He does not send us away empty,
but sets before us a marvelous banquet, feeding us
with his very body and blood. Then he sends us forth
to do what he has done—to give ourselves for others, not just in words, but in deeds. The Mass is the
pattern of our Christian lives.

Fratelli Tutti

LACKING A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
15. The best way to dominate and gain control over people is to spread despair and discouragement, even under
the guise of defending certain values. Today, in many
countries,hyperbole, extremism and polarization have become political tools. Employing a strategy of ridicule, suspicion and relentless criticism, in a variety of ways one
denies the right of others to exist or to have an opinion.
Their share of the truth and their values are rejected and,
as a result, the life of society is impoverished and subjected to the hubris of the powerful. Political life no longer
has to do with healthy debates about long-term plans to
improve people’s lives and to advance the common good,
but only with slick marketing techniques primarily aimed
at discrediting others. In this craven exchange of charges
and counter-charges, debate degenerates into a permanent
state of disagreement and confrontation.
16. Amid the fray of conflicting interests, where victory
consists in eliminating one’s opponents, how is it possible
to raise our sights to recognize our neighbours or to help
those who have fallen along the way? A plan that would
set great goals for the development of our entire human
family nowadays sounds like madness. We are growing
ever more distant from one another, while the slow and
demanding march towards an increasingly united and just
world is suffering a new and dramatic setback.
17. To care for the world in which we live means to care
for ourselves. Yet we need to think of ourselves more and
more as a single family dwelling in a common home.
Such care does not interest those economic powers that
demand quick profits. Often the voices raised in defence
of the environment are silenced or ridiculed, using apparently reasonable arguments that are merely a screen for
special interests. In this shallow, short-sighted culture that
we have created, bereft of a shared vision, “it is foreseeable that, once certain resources have been depleted, the
scene will be set for new wars, albeit under the guise of
noble claims”.

To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin……… Editor
Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE
Most people are bothered by those passages
in Scripture which they can’t understand; but . . . I
have noticed that the passages in Scripture which
trouble me most are those I do understand.
—Mark Twain

OUR 2020 GIVING TREE
Due to this very difficult year for many, we want to
continue our Giving Tree tradition. This year to remain safe and follow recommended guidelines, we
will be collecting gift cards and cash donations.
Please donate by 12/20/2020!
Donations can be dropped at the rectory mailbox or
send via USPS, 4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro
Valley, CA 94552. Thank you and God Bless! Praying for safety for all during this challenging year.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Psalm: Luke 1:46-50, 53-54
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6,
7bc-9; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,
17-18, 19, 23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab,
10-14; Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;
Mt 1:1-17
Friday:
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Saturday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Sunday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Third Sunday of Advent
Monday:
St. John of the Cross
Wednesday: Las Posadas begins

Retirement Fund for Religious
This weekend, Dec. 13, 2020, we will have a collection to help the aging sisters, brothers and religious
order priests. Each year the need to provide for our
elderly becomes more pressing. Your donation helps
provide necessities such as prescription, medications
and nursing care. Please give to those who have given a lifetime.
Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of:
Dec 5th & Dec. 6th — $14,690.00
St. Vincent de Paul — $730.00

(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing
for the upkeep of our parish community.

Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, Dec. 14, 2020 via Zoom,
7:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Free will to be mailed to
Michael Galvan at Transfiguration Catholic
Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro
Valley, CA 94552. Please arrange Zoom connectivity
with Mike Dresen at m.dresen@comcast.net.

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbOVJzFJt4uPc2VtCCc_IHA/
St. Vincent De Paul Donation Link: https://
transfigchurch.com/st-vincent-de-paul-society/
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MEASURING SUCCESS
Success is to be measured not so much by the
position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles that one has overcome while trying to succeed.
—Booker T. Washington

SVdP Clothing Drive for the Homeless
Transfiguration’s St. Vincent de Paul Chapter will be
collecting new socks and underwear in all sizes for
distribution to the homeless. The greatest need is for
these items for men. Our volunteers will be wearing
masks and gloves to receive your donations on Saturday, December 12 at the Church Hall between 11:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Thank you for your help in caring
for the homeless in our community.

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
THE MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE

#80

Yet God, who wishes to work with us and who
counts on our cooperation, can also bring good out of the
evil we have done. “The Holy Spirit can be said to possess an infinite creativity, proper to the divine mind,
which knows how to loosen the knots of human affairs,
including the most complex and inscrutable”. Creating a
world in need of development, God in some way sought
to limit himself in such a way that many of the things we
think of as evils, dangers or sources of suffering, are in
reality part of the pains of childbirth which he uses to
draw us into the act of cooperation with the Creator.[49]
God is intimately present to each being, without impinging on the autonomy of his creature, and this gives rise to
the rightful autonomy of earthly affairs. His divine presence, which ensures the subsistence and growth of each
being, “continues the work of creation”. The Spirit of
God has filled the universe with possibilities and therefore, from the very heart of things, something new can
always emerge: “Nature is nothing other than a certain
kind of art, namely God’s art, impressed upon things,
whereby those things are moved to a determinate end. It
is as if a shipbuilder were able to give timbers the wherewithal to move themselves to take the form of a ship”.

Fr. Terry’s Response:
Over the coming weeks Pope Francis will bring to our
notice that creation is an ongoing process and that the
Creator has brought humanity, you and me into partnership as it were with Him. As single persons looking at the
vastness of creation our reaction is incredulity. ''How can
little me have any consequence?'' But stop and reflect for
a moment ; look how much damage the invisible Covid19 virus has wrought already and as Jesus might
have said in another time and place; ''You are more than
billions of viruses. '' As Pope Francis reminds us today; ''
God is intimately present to each of us.'' Working with
Him we can repair much of the damage we have caused
and Nature will enter a healing phase and so will we. Although we hear of many destructive happenings these
days, every now and then we record events of rapid recovery and rejuvenation when we have followed good
advice. This is God and us in unison. We need to become
better cooperators in the Lord's vineyards. We cannot
overcome our present epidemic unless we are willing to
sacrifice and work together. So it is with the healing of
our Planet.

Remember Transfiguration in your
Will and Living Trust.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, And I
desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.
This prayer could be recited in lieu of receiving the Eucharist while aƕending the live stream Mass.
Please Note

We have few printed copies of the Sunday Bulletin
for your taking. They are located by the front door of
our Parish Rectory.
Our Parish 2021 Calendars are also available for pick
up. Due to limited quantity sponsored, please take
one copy per family. Thank you.
JOHN THE BAPTIST
At a school open house a woman could be
overheard introducing her husband to some of the
other parents. “Oh, Bill, I’d like you to meet Johnny’s father. And over here, this is Marie’s mom; you
know, the little girl from our Ellen’s soccer team.”
With satisfied resignation Bill introduced
himself not by name: “I’m Ellen’s Dad.”
It’s good to know who you are. Be it
someone’s father or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife, it’s important to embrace the full
meaning of our various roles.
John the Baptist knows who he is. And who
he is not. He is not the Christ. Nor Elijah. Nor like
any other prophet God’s people had ever seen.
John the Baptist knows his mission is divine.
He’s more than satisfied to be the one to announce
the coming of God’s reign. The Christ is near. Make
straight your paths.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

7 HILLS BARBER SHOP
Confidence in Math,
Confidence for Life™
22306 Foothill Blvd., Hayward

4280 Seven Hills Rd.
Castro Valley, CA
Owner Manny
(510) 207-5761

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

510.662.9828

Download Our Free App or Visit

hayward@mathnasium.com

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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delivered by
email - for FREE!
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Sign up here:
PLAN NOW

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

INCOME TAX
SERVICES

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Gina Fresquez - Enrolled Agent

✓ Prior IRS Auditor
925.730.0003 EXT. 3

ginafresquez@sbcglobal.net

Call for your FREE 30 min. Consult

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.
•
•
•
•

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

PETE’S HARDWARE
2569 Castro Valley Blvd.
581-7633
581-7669
Castro Valley, CA

✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and
✔Police ✔Fire FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
95
a month
NO Long Term Contracts

$19.

CALL NOW!

AWAY!
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPS
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

510-538-3290

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

BANQUET ROOM
(Up to 64 People)

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

FULL CATERING SERVICES
PARTY TRAYS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6PM
ALL WEEK

LIFE IS BETTER when everyone feels
connected,engaged, and appreciated

Let our
family care
for yours.

www.donjosesrestaurant.com

TM

“We Invite
Price
Comparison”

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

• Home care services for the
elderly and all ages
• Care services available from
a few hours to 24/7
• Person-centered care plans and
Now hiring Caregivers (FT/PT)
caregiver matching
Start with an evaluation today.
• Caregivers backgroundchecked and trained
hwcg.com/castro-valley • 510-803-6030

Crematory on Site
Dignified & Considerate Service
Advanced Planning Made Easy
510-581-9133 (Call 24 Hours)
spencermortuary.com

21228 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley 94546
523293 Transfiguration Church

Lic # FD 1168
Lic # CR -49

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
www.jspaluch.com
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