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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
The child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God.
—Luke 1:35

Continued from last week…
Fratelli Tutti

“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical
on fraternity and social friendship, is an important teaching document that must be read by anyone who wants to
know where Pope Francis is coming from.

A “throwaway” world
18. Some parts of our human family, it appears, can be
readily sacrificed for the sake of others considered worthy
of a carefree existence. Ultimately, “persons are no longer
seen as a paramount value to be cared for and respected,
especially when they are poor and disabled, ‘not yet useful’ – like the unborn, or ‘no longer needed’ – like the
elderly. We have grown indifferent to all kinds of wastefulness, starting with the waste of food, which is deplorable in the extreme”.
19. A decline in the birthrate, which leads to the aging of
the population, together with the relegation of the elderly
to a sad and lonely existence, is a subtle way of stating
that it is all about us, that our individual concerns are the
only thing that matters. In this way, “what is thrown away
are not only food and dispensable objects, but often human beings themselves”. We have seen what happened
with the elderly in certain places in our world as a result
of the coronavirus. They did not have to die that way. Yet
something similar had long been occurring during heatwaves and in other situations: older people found themselves cruelly abandoned. We fail to realize that, by isolating the elderly and leaving them in the care of others without the closeness and concern of family members, we disfigure and impoverish the family itself. We also end up
depriving young people of a necessary connection to their
roots and a wisdom that the young cannot achieve on their
own.
20. This way of discarding others can take a variety of
forms, such as an obsession with reducing labour costs
with no concern for its grave consequences, since the unemployment that it directly generates leads to the expansion of poverty.[15] In addition, a readiness to discard
others finds expression in vicious attitudes that we
thought long past, such as racism, which retreats underground only to keep reemerging. Instances of racism continue to shame us, for they show that our supposed social
progress is not as real or definitive as we think.

To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin……… Editor

FEAST OF FAITH
Gathering
When Pope Benedict XVI visited the United
States in 2008, tens of thousands gathered in Yankee
Stadium to celebrate the Eucharist with him. What
made them different from all the other excited
crowds who have assembled there through the
years? When they began to sing together, to listen
together, to pray together, they ceased to be a crowd,
and became a liturgical assembly. It was not where
they were but what they did that set them apart.
The Gospels speak of many instances when
Jesus prayed alone to his Father. But Jesus also put a
special value on communal prayer. “Where two or
three are gathered together in my name,” he told his
disciples, “there am I in the midst of
them” (Matthew 18:20). Jesus gave his own mission
to his followers, sending them forth to do everything
he did: to heal, to teach, to proclaim the kingdom.
Jesus wants us to meet God in and through each other. So the Christian community continues to gather,
Sunday after Sunday. When we get up on Sunday
morning and come to Mass, we respond to Jesus’
invitation, and we express our trust in his promise
that whenever we come together, he comes, too.
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART

Christmas! ’Tis the season for kindling the
fire of hospitality in the hall, the genial fire of charity
in the heart.
—Washington Irving

OUR 2020 GIVING TREE
Due to this very difficult year for many, we want to
continue our Giving Tree tradition. This year to remain safe and follow recommended guidelines, we
will be collecting gift cards and cash donations.
Please donate by 12/20/2020!
Donations can be dropped at the rectory mailbox or
send via USPS, 4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro
Valley, CA 94552. Thank you and God Bless! Praying for safety for all during this challenging year.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
Psalm: 89 Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3,
11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday:
1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;
Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10,
14; Lk 1:57-66
Thursday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27, 29; Lk 1:67-79
Friday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27,
29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25
[18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Saturday:
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6,
8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9;
Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or Hb 11:8,
11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday:
Winter begins
Wednesday: St. John of Kanty
Thursday:
The Vigil of Christmas
Friday:
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Saturday:
St. Stephen; First Day of Kwanzaa
Stewardship Corner
The collection for the weekend of December 12th &
13th will be reported on next Sunday Bulletin.
CONTINUAL CHRISTMAS
A good conscience is a continual Christmas.
—Benjamin Franklin

Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, Dec. 21, 2020 via Zoom,
7:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Free will to be mailed to
Michael Galvan at Transfiguration Catholic
Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro
Valley, CA 94552. Please arrange Zoom connectivity
with Mike Dresen at m.dresen@comcast.net.

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbOVJzFJt4uPc2VtCCc_IHA/
St. Vincent De Paul Donation Link: https://
transfigchurch.com/st-vincent-de-paul-society/

Dear Parishioners:
Blessings upon your Christmas and New Year!
As we celebrate Christmas and New Year 2021 let us take
this opportunity to renew our response to God’s call.
Even as we face the ups and downs of Covid-19, we are
always buoyed by the same faith and hope that inspired
Mary and Joseph to say yes to God. May the Christ-child
be born in our hearts so that others may come to know
that God is indeed faithful.
May we come to know that the life He offers us through
His Son fulfills the words of Isaiah—that the one who is
born to us is EMMANUEL: God with us as the new year
begins.
On behalf of Fr. Terry and Staff I pray that this season of
Advent fills your heart and home with Peace and
Happiness!
In Christ,
Fr. Mario Borges
Pastor
Mary’s Consent
Here we concentrate on what Luke wants to teach us
concerning this child about to be born. First, he wants our
affirmation in faith that Jesus’ origin is a transcendental
one, that he is born from God. Secondly, Luke brings out
what role this child is to play in Salvation History. He
finds the clue for understanding this in the Old Testament.
God had promised David that his dynasty (throne) would
stand firm forever (First Reading). Hence, the expectation
that a descendant of David once again would rule the
house of Jacob (Jacob, the Hebrew patriarch, stands for
God’s people), and that his reign would have no end.
Luke sees this political expectation, which was very
much alive in his day, fulfilled on a higher level in Jesus
Christ, who will reign over God’s people forever. “The
Lord God will give him the throne of David his father.”
Let us admire God’s way every year again during Advent
and Christmas time, and accept Jesus Christ as Luke
wants us to do.
—Saint Joseph Sunday Missal

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
THE MYSTERY OF THE UNIVERSE

#81.
Human beings, even if we postulate a process of evolution, also possess a uniqueness which
cannot be fully explained by the evolution of other
open systems. Each of us has his or her own personal
identity and is capable of entering into dialogue with
others and with God himself. Our capacity to reason,
to develop arguments, to be inventive, to interpret
reality and to create art, along with other not yet discovered capacities, are signs of a uniqueness which
transcends the spheres of physics and biology. The
sheer novelty involved in the emergence of a personal being within a material universe presupposes a
direct action of God and a particular call to life and
to relationship on the part of a “Thou” who addresses
himself to another “thou”. The biblical accounts of
creation invite us to see each human being as a subject who can never be reduced to the status of an object.
Fr. Terry’s Response:
Our remarks this past week about our calling to cooperate with the Creator reveals that the human person even coming into being through an evolutionary
process has a uniqueness that cannot be fully explained by the same process. Much as we are in awe
or love the wonders of Creation and they are many,
each and every member of the human family has a
personal identity. Everyone of us is able to have a
personal relationship with each other which enables
us to transcend our physics and biology. As we cannot nor should any one of us ever be treated or reduced to the status of 'object'. We all have a personal and unique responsibility for ourselves and creation that is our home.

Remember Transfiguration in your
Will and Living Trust.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, And I
desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.
This prayer could be recited in lieu of receiving the Eucharist while aƕending the live stream Mass.
Please Note

We have few printed copies of the Sunday Bulletin
for your taking. They are located by the front door of
our Parish Rectory.
Our Parish 2021 Calendars are also available for pick
up. Due to limited quantity sponsored, please take
one copy per family. Thank you.
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Mass Schedules
Vigil Mass Dec 24, 2020 4:00 p.m.
(live stream)
Christmas Day Dec 25, 2020 12:00 noon
(live stream)

Attention Amazon Shoppers!!!
Transfiguration Church is a registered non-profit on
Amazon Smile, Amazon’s charitable giving program. To register your account for donations to
“Transfiguration Castro Valley” and click choose.
Amazon will then donate .5% of qualifying purchases to Transfiguration! All you have to do is the initial setup, and then go to smile. Amazon.com each
time you shop! It’s that easy. Thank you for your
support of Transfiguration Catholic Church.

7 HILLS BARBER SHOP
Confidence in Math,
Confidence for Life™
22306 Foothill Blvd., Hayward

4280 Seven Hills Rd.
Castro Valley, CA
Owner Manny
(510) 207-5761

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

510.662.9828

Download Our Free App or Visit

hayward@mathnasium.com

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

See
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Sign up here:
PLAN NOW

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

INCOME TAX
SERVICES

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Gina Fresquez - Enrolled Agent

✓ Prior IRS Auditor
925.730.0003 EXT. 3

ginafresquez@sbcglobal.net

Call for your FREE 30 min. Consult

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.
•
•
•
•

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

PETE’S HARDWARE
2569 Castro Valley Blvd.
581-7633
581-7669
Castro Valley, CA

✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and
✔Police ✔Fire FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
95
a month
NO Long Term Contracts

$19.

CALL NOW!

AWAY!
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPS
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

510-538-3290

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

BANQUET ROOM
(Up to 64 People)

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

FULL CATERING SERVICES
PARTY TRAYS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6PM
ALL WEEK

LIFE IS BETTER when everyone feels
connected,engaged, and appreciated

Let our
family care
for yours.

www.donjosesrestaurant.com

TM

“We Invite
Price
Comparison”

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

• Home care services for the
elderly and all ages
• Care services available from
a few hours to 24/7
• Person-centered care plans and
Now hiring Caregivers (FT/PT)
caregiver matching
Start with an evaluation today.
• Caregivers backgroundchecked and trained
hwcg.com/castro-valley • 510-803-6030

Crematory on Site
Dignified & Considerate Service
Advanced Planning Made Easy
510-581-9133 (Call 24 Hours)
spencermortuary.com

21228 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley 94546
523293 Transfiguration Church

Lic # FD 1168
Lic # CR -49

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
www.jspaluch.com
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