Church of the TransfiguraƟon
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552-4908
(510) 538-7941 Fax (510) 538-7983

E-mail: transfig_oﬃce@sbcglobal.net
February 21, 2021

Website: www.transfigchurch.com

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith”

Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor ● Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator

Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ● Deacon Timothy L. Moore ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021
Your ways, O Lord, make known
to me; teach me your paths.
— Psalm 25:4

Continued from last week…
Fratelli Tutti

“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical
on fraternity and social friendship, is an important teaching document that must be read by anyone who wants to
know where Pope Francis is coming from.

PANDEMICS AND OTHER CALAMITIES
IN HISTORY
41. I realize that some people are hesitant and fearful
with regard to migrants. I consider this part of our
natural instinct of self-defence. Yet it is also true that
an individual and a people are only fruitful and productive if they are able to develop a creative openness to others. I ask everyone to move beyond those
primal reactions because “there is a problem when
doubts and fears condition our way of thinking and
acting to the point of making us intolerant, closed
and perhaps even – without realizing it – racist. In
this way, fear deprives us of the desire and the ability
to encounter the other”.
THE ILLUSION OF COMMUNICATION
42. Oddly enough, while closed and intolerant attitudes towards others are on the rise, distances are
otherwise shrinking or disappearing to the point that
the right to privacy scarcely exists. Everything has
become a kind of spectacle to be examined and inspected, and people’s lives are now under constant
surveillance. Digital communication wants to bring
everything out into the open; people’s lives are
combed over, laid bare and bandied about, often
anonymously. Respect for others disintegrates, and
even as we dismiss, ignore or keep others distant, we
can shamelessly peer into every detail of their lives.
To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin………

First Sunday of LENT
“Good Morning! Welcome to Lent!” You probably did
not get that greeting from your priest today, and you
probably did not expect it. Isn’t Lent a time of reflection
and repentance? Somber purple, no “Alleluias”? Prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving; attending to one’s relationship
with God?
True enough; however, there are Lenten practices that
have a festive air woven into these penitential elements.
One example is in the Church’s retrieval of ancient Lenten practices that made up the final preparation of persons
elected receive the Easter sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and eucharist. Jesus’ urgent preaching in today’s
passage from Mark comes soon after his own baptism and
reminds us that these sacraments still signal a dramatic
change in a person’s life: they have responded to Jesus’
preaching of the kingdom and are now publicly professing themselves to be disciples of the Lord and fully initiated members of his visible church. The prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving during Lent were part of that preparation.
Repentance was the, and remains today, important also
for those already fully initiated the work of repentance, of
prayerfully examining our lives and making changes in
anticipation of God’s reign, is an ongoing aspect of our
life in Christ.
A SECOND CHANCE TO MAKE A FIRST
IMPRESSION
Other changes with baptism are more subtle and personal.
When Noah and his family emerged from the ark, they
saw that the floodwaters had receded after cleansing their
world of human sinfulness. Everything was clean and
fresh — a new creation, with a rainbow to guarantee
God’s promise to never again destroy the world with water. So, too, will the newly baptized emerge from the font
and be anointed with chrism. Like the earth after the great
flood, they are a new creation. Washed clean of sin and
anointed with chrism, they are renewed in the embrace of
the God covenant love.
This is why Lent is always a festive anticipation of Easter
and always about baptism, just as it is always about the
repentance that draws us more deeply into God’s kingdom.
Copyright © 2021, J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

PLEASE NOTE
For those who do not have electronic access to the
Sunday Bulletin please call the Rectory Office on
510-538-7941 for your paper copy of the 2020
Transfiguration Financial Report. Thank you.

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.

February is Black History month…...

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Psalm: 25 — Gospel: Mark 1:12-15

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6;
Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19;
Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Lk 11:29-32
Thursday:
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25;
Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12
Friday:
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;
Mt 5:43-48
Sunday:
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
Ps 116:10, 15-19; Rom 8:31b-34;
Mk 9:2-10
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
First Sunday of Lent; Rite of Election;
Rite of Calling the Candidates
to Continuing Conversion;
Rite of Sending
Monday:
Washington’s Birthday;
Julian Calendar Lent begins
Tuesday:
St. Polycarp
Thursday:
Purim (Jewish observance)
begins at sunset
Friday:
Abstinence
Saturday:
St. Gregory of Narek
ANNOUNCEMENT

Donation Tax Letters have been mailed out. Please call
the Parish Office if:
A) you received a letter and do not need it;
B) you did not receive your copy and need one
Thank you.
Parish Office

Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, Feb. 22, 2021 via
Zoom, 7:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Free will to be
mailed to Michael Galvan at Transfiguration Catholic Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552. Please arrange
Zoom connectivity with Mike Dresen at
m.dresen@comcast.net.
Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbOVJzFJt4uPc2VtCCc_IHA/
St. Vincent De Paul Donation Link: https://
transfigchurch.com/st-vincent-de-paul-society/
REPENT AND BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL
Lent is the time of year we devote to scrutinizing our lives in the light of our baptism into the
death and resurrection of Jesus. Today’s readings are
a nice shorthand catechism of what our baptized
lives mean. As Noah passed through the waters of
the flood to a covenant with God, so did we enter
into a covenant, a promised relationship with God
through our baptism.
Peter’s letter gives an explicit explanation of
what our baptism means: it is an appeal we make to
God for a clear conscience. How do we obtain this
clear conscience? The words proclaimed by Jesus
immediately following his temptation show us the
way: “Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mark
1:15). It might be a good spiritual exercise to keep
these readings before us throughout the entire season
of Lent, a means to help us return to a life lived by
our baptismal promises.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Building Fund Collection
There will be a collection this weekend for our parish Building Fund. These funds will be used to help
with maintenance expenses of the parish.

Credit, Debit and Electronic
Check Offerings
If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit
or debit card or, electronic check, please go to our website:
transfigchurch.com and click on the “Donate” tab. From
there, click on the “Donate Now” button to be taken to a
secure website to complete the setup of your offering.

Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of:
Feb. 13th & Feb. 14th — $6,740.00

(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing
for the upkeep of our parish community.

Thank you for your continued support of Transfiguration Church as it struggles to fulfill its financial
obligations due to the corona virus pandemic.

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
V. A UNIVERSAL COMMUNION

#91.
A sense of deep communion with the rest of
nature cannot be real if our hearts lack tenderness,
compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. It is clearly inconsistent to combat trafficking
in endangered species while remaining completely
indifferent to human trafficking, unconcerned about
the poor, or undertaking to destroy another human
being deemed unwanted. This compromises the very
meaning of our struggle for the sake of the environment. It is no coincidence that, in the canticle in
which Saint Francis praises God for his creatures, he
goes on to say: “Praised be you my Lord, through
those who give pardon for your love”. Everything is
connected. Concern for the environment thus needs
to be joined to a sincere love for our fellow human
beings and an unwavering commitment to resolving
the problems of society.
Fr. Terry’s Response:
Pope Francis sensibly reminds us today that all this
talk and begging on behalf of our environment, is in
vain if we lack empathy. If we are tone deaf, are we
likely to appreciate the tune? If we don't care for the
suffering and exploitation of our own brothers and
sisters, if we are ourselves dissing our fellows?
What are the chances that we are going to lose sleep
over the killing of an elephant in the Savannah or the
felling of teak in Amazonia? Yet we are all so interconnected that you could plausibly compare them to
a form of self hurt. Pope Francis reminds us of St
Francis love and awe of the handiwork of God in all
his creatures. If we this Lent come to feel the love
of God in us and in all creation, we will begin to find
Him once more in creation around us. Let us make
this our search Lent.

BEAUTY IN FORGIVENESS
Humanity is never so beautiful as when praying for forgiveness, or else forgiving another.
—Jean P. F. Richter

ANNOUNCEMENT
We still have a lot of copies of our 2021 Parish
Calendar, Rice Bowl boxes and Missal Books available for pick up.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, And I
desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.
This prayer could be recited in lieu of receiving the Eucharist while aƕending the live stream Mass.
Prayer for America
By Marianne Williamson—Illuminata
Edited for space by K. Padro
Dear God,
We join in prayer to celebrate this nation and surrender its destiny to you.
We give thanks for and bless the souls of those who
came before us to found this nation, to nurture and to
save it.
May the beauty and the greatness of this land burst
forth once more in the hearts of its people.
May the dreams of our forefathers be realized in us,
that we might live in honesty, integrity and excellence
with our neighbors.
May this country once again become a light unto the
nations of hope and goodness and peace and freedom.
May violence and darkness be cast out of our midst.
May hatred no longer find fertile ground in which to
grow here.
May all of us feel God’s grace upon us.
May our nation be given a new light, the sacred fire
that once shone so bright from shore to shore.
May we be repaired. May our children be blessed.
May we be renewed. Dear God, please bless America.
Amen.
Starting on Ash Wednesday Live
Stream Mass will start at 11:00 a.m.
Thank you.
Remember Transfiguration in your
Will and Living Trust.

7 HILLS BARBER SHOP
Confidence in Math,
Confidence for Life™
22306 Foothill Blvd., Hayward

4280 Seven Hills Rd.
Castro Valley, CA
Owner Manny
(510) 207-5761

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

510.662.9828

Download Our Free App or Visit

hayward@mathnasium.com

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com
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delivered by
email - for FREE!
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Sign up here:
PLAN NOW

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

INCOME TAX
SERVICES

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Gina Fresquez - Enrolled Agent

✓ Prior IRS Auditor
925.730.0003 EXT. 3

ginafresquez@sbcglobal.net

Call for your FREE 30 min. Consult

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.
•
•
•
•

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

billed quarterly

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

www.jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

PETE’S HARDWARE
2569 Castro Valley Blvd.
581-7633
581-7669
Castro Valley, CA

✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and
✔Police ✔Fire FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
95
a month
NO Long Term Contracts

$19.

CALL NOW!

AWAY!
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPS
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

510-538-3290

(CST 2117990-70)

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

BANQUET ROOM
(Up to 64 People)

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

FULL CATERING SERVICES
PARTY TRAYS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6PM
ALL WEEK

LIFE IS BETTER when everyone feels
connected,engaged, and appreciated

Let our
family care
for yours.

www.donjosesrestaurant.com

TM

“We Invite
Price
Comparison”

Take your
FAITH
ON A
JOURNEY.

• Home care services for the
elderly and all ages
• Care services available from
a few hours to 24/7
• Person-centered care plans and
Now hiring Caregivers (FT/PT)
caregiver matching
Start with an evaluation today.
• Caregivers backgroundchecked and trained
hwcg.com/castro-valley • 510-803-6030

Crematory on Site
Dignified & Considerate Service
Advanced Planning Made Easy
510-581-9133 (Call 24 Hours)
spencermortuary.com

21228 Redwood Rd., Castro Valley 94546
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