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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays
4:00 p.m.
Sundays
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Deacon Martin J. Leach
(510) 537-1502 or Transfig_Office@sbcglobal.net
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Please call the parish office.
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Nancy Marcotte
Email: nanmar2@aol.com (510) 303-3324)
YOUTH MINISTRY: Alfonso Corona III
transfig.oasis@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Friday, 9:00a.m. — 12:00 Noon - Saturday & Sunday—Closed
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Third Sunday of Lent
March 7, 2021
I, the Lord, am your God . . .
You shall not have other gods
besides me.
— Exodus 20:2a, 3

Continued from last week…
Fratelli Tutti

“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical
on fraternity and social friendship, is an important teaching document that must be read by anyone who wants to
know where Pope Francis is coming from.

Shameless Aggression
45. This has now given free rein to ideologies.
Things that until a few years ago could not be said by
anyone without risking the loss of universal respect
can now be said with impunity, and in the crudest of
terms, even by some political figures. Nor should we
forget that “there are huge economic interests operating in the digital world, capable of exercising forms
of control as subtle as they are invasive, creating
mechanisms for the manipulation of consciences and
of the democratic process. The way many platforms
work often ends up favouring encounter between persons who think alike, shielding them from debate.
These closed circuits facilitate the spread of fake
news and false information, fomenting prejudice and
hate”.
46. We should also recognize that destructive forms
of fanaticism are at times found among religious believers, including Christians; they too “can be caught
up in networks of verbal violence through the internet and the various forums of digital communication.
Even in Catholic media, limits can be overstepped,
defamation and slander can become commonplace,
and all ethical standards and respect for the good
name of others can be abandoned”. How can this
contribute to the fraternity that our common Father
asks of us?

We Invite All Women To Join Us For:
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit”)
WINGS is a faith enhancement group that encourages
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,
Catechesis, life sharing and community.
Our meetings are normally held at Transfiguration
Church but, during COVID, our meetings will be held
virtually via ZOOM.
Next Meeting: Thursday, March 18, 2021
9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.
Speaker: Nora Talebi
Topic: Faith in the Life of an American
Muslim Woman
For further information or,
if you would like to attend, please contact:
Nancy Marcotte@nanmar2aol.com or (510) 303-3324.

March Birthdays
Happy Birthday to you, May God Bless you.
Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday, May God Bless You!

HEAVEN
Heaven is at present out of sight, but in due
time, as snow melts and discovers what it lay upon,
so will this visible creation fade away before those
greater splendors which are behind it.
—John Henry Newman

REMINDERS
People more frequently require to be reminded than informed.

To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin………

—Samuel Johnson

Need Prayer?
If so, our St. Vincent de Paul members would love o
pray for your personal intentions. Go to St. Vincent
de Paul Society | Church of the Transfiguration
(transfigchurch.com) and fill out the short form, or
send an email to transfigsvdp@gmail.com, and our
members will gladly pray for them. Prayer is powerful!

Vaccination Electronic Links
https://www.primarybio.com/l/haywardfd
https://www.alamedaca.gov/ALERTS-COVID-19/
Vaccine

Live Stream Sunday Mass is now at 11:00 a.m.
Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25
Psalm: 19 — Gospel: John 2:13-25

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;
Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday:
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc,
8-9; Mt. 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16,
19-20; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday:
Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
Lk 11:14-23
Friday:
Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17;
Mk 12:28-34
Saturday:
Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab;
Lk 18:9-14
Sunday:
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-6;
Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21
Alternate readings (Year A):
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6;
Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Third Sunday of Lent; First Scrutiny
Monday:
St. John of God
Tuesday:
St. Frances of Rome
Friday:
Abstinence
Thank you for your continued support of Transfiguration Church as it struggles to fulfill its financial
obligations due to the corona virus pandemic.
Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of:

Feb. 27th & Feb. 28th — $5,216.00
Building Fund — $395.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of providing
for the upkeep of our parish community.

Adult Bible Study
Monday evening, Mar. 8, 2021 via Zoom,
7:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Free will to be mailed
to Michael Galvan at Transfiguration
Catholic Church, 4000 E. Castro Valley
Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552. Please arrange
Zoom connectivity with Mike Dresen at
m.dresen@comcast.net.
Thank you for advertising in our bulletin.
We appreciate your support!

For your convenience the following are the Transfiguration Church electronic links:
Transfiguration website: www.transfigchurch.com
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
On-Line Donation: https://www.sagepayments.net/
eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=798399645711
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCL-lW95GsU8C0imc4s-9mfg
St. Vincent De Paul Donation Link: https://
transfigchurch.com/st-vincent-de-paul-society/
THIRD Sunday of LENT
For pious Jews in first-century Palestine, the Mosaic Law
prescribed the way every action in life is dedicated to
God. Today’s reading from Exodus tells how the Ten
Commandments, the introduction to this larger legal code,
is given to Israel as a gift from God.
In the Gospels Jesus is portrayed as a rabbi, or someone
learned in the Law. A rabbi’s learning ideally included
both the precepts of the Law and its reverent contemplation as a divine gift, within which one could hear God’s
own voice. This was the way rabbis through the centuries
used the Law to adapt to changing circumstances. This
seems to be what Jesus was doing with the moneychangers in the temple.
JESUS, THE LAW, THE JEWS —
AND US
When Jesus accused the moneychangers of sacrilege and
cleared them out of the temple, the onlookers asked for a
sign of his authority to do such a thing. After all, wasn’t it
a sacrilege to purchase animals for sacrifice with pagan
coins? Wasn’t this how the Jews adapted to Roman rule?
Jesus says nothing about that; he only knows that this
commercial activity inside the temple was sacrilege. Elsewhere in the Gospels Jesus is criticized for not being strict
enough with the Law, as when he ate with prostitutes and
tax collectors, but he is prescribing something stricter,
something “more.”
Jesus is doing something extraordinary, contrary to ordinary practice, prompting the onlookers to request a sign,
evidence that God is acting here through Jesus. His insistence that the moneychangers depart, his clear vision regarding “my Father’s House,” and his cryptic reference to
himself as a temple, are sign of his contemplative intimacy with his Father that is the source of his authority about
the Law.
Catholics, life first-century Jews, have our regular means
for living in God’s presence. We have the liturgy, sacraments, devotions, and personal prayer. During Lent, we
are asked to be a little stricter with ourselves, listening for
God’s own voice. If we do, we might discover that we,
too, are being called to something “more.”
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LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
VI. THE COMMON DESTINATION OF
GOODS

#93.

Whether believers or not, we are agreed today
that the earth is essentially a shared inheritance, whose
fruits are meant to benefit everyone. For believers, this
becomes a question of fidelity to the Creator, since God
created the world for everyone. Hence every ecological
approach needs to incorporate a social perspective which
takes into account the fundamental rights of the poor and
the underprivileged. The principle of the subordination of
private property to the universal destination of goods, and
thus the right of everyone to their use, is a golden rule of
social conduct and “the first principle of the whole ethical
and social order”. The Christian tradition has never recognized the right to private property as absolute or inviolable, and has stressed the social purpose of all forms of
private property. Saint John Paul II forcefully reaffirmed
this teaching, stating that “God gave the earth to the
whole human race for the sustenance of all its members,
without excluding or favouring anyone”. These are strong
words. He noted that “a type of development which did
not respect and promote human rights – personal and social, economic and political, including the rights of nations and of peoples – would not be really worthy of
man”. He clearly explained that “the Church does indeed
defend the legitimate right to private property, but she
also teaches no less clearly that there is always a social
mortgage on all private property, in order that goods may
serve the general purpose that God gave them”. Consequently, he maintained, “it is not in accord with God’s
plan that this gift be used in such a way that its benefits
favour only a few”. This calls into serious question the
unjust habits of a part of humanity.

Fr. Terry’s Response:
This week Pope Francis deals with a very touchy matter
for many . It is the question of the right to private property. While stating clearly of our right, Pope Francis, as
have the teaching of our Faith down through the ages also
claims that our right is not absolute. And we regularly
experience our State, as does all governments throughout
the world do not hesitate to acquire private property when
it is required for the greater good. We don't like it especially if it is our property. Look how we all love income
taxes!!!!. But most of us accept and abide both the need
and justice of the common good. We need to reflect
more on the common good and accept that it is good for
all of us even if at times it calls on some of us to make
great sacrifices both as individuals and as communities.
Religious Orders such as the Franciscans live this style
of life and we admire them. We need to remember these
facts as we reflect more on finding solutions to our environmental crises. We need to also recall the example of
Christ Himself as we move forward.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, And I
desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.
This prayer could be recited in lieu of receiving the Eucharist while aƕending the live stream Mass.
TOTAL ALLEGIANCE
In previous weeks we have seen how the theme of
covenant—as a preparation for the baptismal covenant
celebrated at Easter—occupies an important place in our
cycle of Lenten readings. The notion of covenant as a relationship between two parties carries with it an expectation
of mutual accountability and fidelity to the terms of the
covenant. When God forged the covenant with the Jewish
people on Mt. Sinai, it was a pledge of God’s protection,
and it would forever permit them familiar access as the
Chosen People. For their part, the Jewish people were to
observe the dictates of the law, summarized most succinctly here in the form of the Ten Commandments. To be in a
covenantal relationship with the Lord God requires an exclusive relationship, just as discipleship with Jesus—
ritualized in baptism—demands a total allegiance to him
and none other.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Prediction of the Resurrection
In chapter two John relates the wedding at Cana as the
first of Jesus’ “signs.” Then he relates the cleansing of the
temple. Again “signs” are in the picture. “What sign can
you show us?” “Many began to believe…. when they saw
the signs he was doing.” John wants to teach that Jesus
put an end to the old way of worship (in the temple), and
inaugurated a new worship “in spirit and truth” (Jn 4:23).
This transition was accomplished by Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
Organized worship and laws for participating in it make
sense only if worship is motivated by Spirit and truth!
God is not interested in hypocritical display. Make your
worship meaningful today!
—Saint Joseph Sunday Misal
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PETE’S HARDWARE
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581-7633
581-7669
Castro Valley, CA
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✔Police ✔Fire FREE Shipping
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