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Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor ● Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator 

 Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ●  Deacon Timothy L. Moore  ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY: 
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano 
                                    Email: eserrano76@gmail.com 
Lectors, Barbara Mehan 
              Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net 
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL:  Chairman, Mark Zaleski 
 
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization 
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group 

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830 
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more  
information about this ministry. 
 
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:  
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253 
 
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”:  Peggy Maurer                                            
Email: pegsmail8@gmail.com  (510-538-5671) 
 
PARISH OFFICE: 
Phone: (510) 538-7941   Fax: (510) 538-7983 
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday 
            (Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.) 
 
Secretary, Elmer Serrano 
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES     
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.) 
Communion Service - Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. 
 
CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays 3:00-3:45 p.m.  
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the  
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.  
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register. 
 
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please  
call the parish office.  
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed 
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com 
 
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice  
and then the parish office. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, YOUTH MINISTRY & RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults): 
Wendy Estrada / Director of Religious Education 
Email:  ReligiousEdTransfig@gmail.com 
Phone: (510) 537-1502 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman  
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith” 

Live Stream:   4:00 p.m. Saturday and 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses on Facebook 



     

Stewardship Corner 
The collection total for the weekend of: 

         August 14th thru August 15th— $5,835.00                         
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal) 

Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of 
providing for the upkeep of our parish community. 

Thank you for advertising in our bulletin. 
We appreciate your support! 

 

 

 

Twenty-first Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

August 22, 2021 
As for me and my household,  

we will serve the Lord. 
— Joshua 24:15b 

Continued from last week… 
 

Fratelli Tutti 
“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical 
on fraternity and social friendship, is an important teach-
ing document that must be read by anyone who wants to 
know where Pope Francis is coming from. 
 

CHAPTER THREE 
ENVISAGING AND ENGENDERING AN OPEN WORLD 

 
87. Human beings are so made that they cannot live, de-
velop and find fulfilment except “in the sincere gift of self 
to others”. Nor can they fully know themselves apart from 
an encounter with  22 other persons: “I communicate ef-
fectively with myself only insofar as I communicate with 
others”. No one can experience the true beauty of life 
without relating to others, without having real faces to 
love. This is part of the mystery of authentic human exist-
ence. “Life exists where there is bonding, communion, 
fraternity; and life is stronger than death when it is built 
on true relationships and bonds of fidelity. On the contra-
ry, there is no life when we claim to be self sufficient and 
live as islands: in these attitudes, death prevails”. 
To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin…. 

Mass Intentions  (Aug 21-Aug 28, 2021 
Sat.               4:00 p.m.      Danilo Nicolas                                           
Sun.              7:30 a.m.       Donald Lalonde 
                     9:00 a.m.       Kathlyn Gaab & 
                                          For The People 
                   11:00 a.m.      Rose Petrocca 
Mon.             8:00 a.m.     Francisca, Manuel & 
                                          Jose Costa and Family 
Tues.             8:00 a.m.     Joseph Hoang 
Wed.             8:00 a.m.     Barbara Schimitz 
Thurs.           8:00 a.m.      Jose E. Mendoza 
Fri.                8:00 a.m.     Benedict Patrao 
Sat.               4:00 p.m.       Danilo Nicolas 

Monday evening, August 23, 2021 via 
Zoom, 7:00pm-8:00pm. Free will to be 
mailed to Michael Galvan at Transfig-
uration Catholic Church, 4000 E. Castro 
Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552. 

Please arrange Zoom connectivity with Mike Dresen 
at m.dresen@comcast.net. 

Electronic Bulletin:  www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Church-of-
the-Transfiguration-115417251810536/ 

 

You Have the Words of Eternal Life 
     Sometimes in life we find ourselves at a crossroads, 
faced with an existential choice that will alter the course of 
our life. We are aware, at these moments, just how signifi-
cant our choice will be and that there will be no going 
back. 
     In both the first reading and the Gospel we see such 
moments calling people to make such choices. Which god 
will the Israelites follow? Joshua, their leader after Moses, 
knows that the area around the Promised Land is occupied 
by other peoples, with other gods. Perhaps remembering 
how, after Moses had gone up Mount Sinai, the Israelites 
set up a golden calf to worship, Joshua worries that they 
may again be susceptible to such attractions. He is asking 
them for a commitment, and proclaims, “As for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

CAN WE STAY WITH JESUS? 
     The people who were frenetically following Jesus, 
crossing the lake twice to pursue him, eating the bread he 
miraculously provided, are now puzzled by Jesus pro-
claiming himself as “the bread of life,” and they are in-
credulous. They can go with him no farther, so they gradu-
ally drift away. The Twelve, however, stay with Jesus. 
What else could they do? Who else offers such a profound 
vision of human life? Peter expresses it well: “Master, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 
     Not all of our life’s crossroads involve our faith, but 
some do. Perhaps there is someone in your parish who 
chose to become Catholic and is now alienated from their 
family; someone who is unhappy with a new pastor and 
wondering about looking for a different parish; someone 
who was especially distressed by the clergy sex abuse and 
prayed long and hard before deciding that she needed her 
parish to get through it. There may be many in your parish 
facing such choices, and they need our support and our 
prayers. In the meantime, we can hope that someday they 
will again experience Jesus as the Holy One of God, offer-
ing them words of eternal life. 
Copyright © 2021, J.S. Paluch Company, Inc. 



LAUDATO SI’ 
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 

ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 
III. THE CRISIS AND EFFECTS OF  
MODERN ANTHROPOCENTRISM 

Credit, Debit and Electronic               
Check Offerings 

If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit 
or debit card or, electronic check, please go to our web-
site: transfigchurch.com and click on the “Donate” tab.  

Remember Transfiguration in your Will and  
Living Trust 

 #118.   This situation has led to a constant schizo-
phrenia, wherein a technocracy which sees no intrin-
sic value in lesser beings coexists with the other ex-
treme, which sees no special value in human beings. 
But one cannot prescind from humanity. There can 
be no renewal of our relationship with nature without 
a renewal of humanity itself. There can be no ecolo-
gy without an adequate anthropology. When the hu-
man person is considered as simply one being among 
others, the product of chance or physical determin-
ism, then “our overall sense of responsibility 
wanes”. A misguided anthropocentrism need not 
necessarily yield to “biocentrism”, for that would 
entail adding yet another imbalance, failing to solve 
present problems and adding new ones. Human be-
ings cannot be expected to feel responsibility for the 
world unless, at the same time, their unique capaci-
ties of knowledge, will, freedom and responsibility 
are recognized and valued. 
 
Fr. Terry’s Response: 
 
Amid all the tragedies happening in our world these 
days and there are too many, there is one bright 
spot.  It is the genuine pain  and sorrow that so 
many  people feel and express at the danger and the 
loss of lives in Haiti and Afghanistan. It shows that 
there are still many people who still feel and realize 
that the human person is unique and special.  We all 
need to be more aware of how we have been drifting 
into an attitude that treats others as commodities that 
can be discarded when they become inconven-
ient.  As Pope Francis says in today's quotation:       
''Human beings cannot be expected to feel responsi-
bility for the world unless, at the same time, their 
unique capacities of knowledge, will, freedom and 
responsibility are recognized and valued.''  Let us 
love, value and appreciate each other more and 
more. 

Baptism Schedule 
Baptism is held every 1st & 2nd Sundays of the 
month. Please call the Parish Office to register. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading —  Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b 
Psalm — Psalm 34 
Second Reading — Ephesians 5:21-32 [2a, 25-32] 
Gospel —  John 6:60-69 
The English transla on of the Psalm Responses from the Lec onary for Mass © 
1969, 1981, 1997, Interna onal Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora-

on. All rights reserved. 

 

We are all too familiar from television with the ob-
scenity of people dying of starvation in an affluent 
world for whom there has been no miraculous feed-
ing. Sometimes, by contrast, we have known joyful 
moments of humane solidarity, when music and cel-
ebration aroused the hope that we could “Feed the 
World.” On days like that, the little we gave seemed 
as important as the loaves and fishes. When people 
share food and resources with strangers, barriers are 
broken down. They recognize their dependence on 
one another.  
—Homily commentary by ACP 

DECISIONS 
 There is an axiom that states, “Not to decide 
is to decide.” This saying was popular in the turbu-
lent times of the Vietnam War. It urged us not to al-
low others to answer the moral questions raised by 
our nation’s involvement in that terrible conflict, but 
to decide for ourselves. Making such choices is never 
easy. Avoiding them is common. Jesus, for his part, 
was not only a gallant risk-taker, but a clear decision-
maker. As he pursued the mission to which the Fa-
ther called him, he continually decided for us and for 
the Father. He worked hard to lay out a scenario that 
would enable others to make similar choices. Never 
did he make decisions for others or force others into 
decisions, even decisions that had eternal ramifica-
tions. Jesus is inviting us to make such decisions to-
day. We won’t be absolutely sure. What is sure, how-
ever, is the command that issues from God’s word: 
Take the risk. Decide! 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Socks and Underwear Collection 
Our St. Vincent de Paul members will be collecting 
new socks and underwear for the homeless in our 
area on Saturday, August 28 and Sunday, August 
29 after all the Masses. The greatest need is for men 
in the larger sizes (large, extra large, etc) Thank you 
for helping people in need in our parish! 
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• Price Guarantee
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Medical Alert System
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