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SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.
Sundays 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, YOUTH MINISTRY & RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults):
Wendy Estrada / Director of Religious Education
Email: ReligiousEdTransfig@gmail.com
Phone: (510) 537-1502
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Peggy Maurer
Email: pegsmail8@gmail.com (510-538-5671)
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

O Lord of hosts, look down from heaven and see; take care of this vine, and
protect what your right hand has planed.
— Psalm 80:15–16

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Continued from last week…
Fratelli Tutti

“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical on
fraternity and social friendship, is an important teaching document that must be read by anyone who wants to know where
Pope Francis is coming from.

CHAPTER THREE
Liberty, equality and fraternity
104. Nor is equality achieved by an abstract proclamation
that “all men and women are equal”. Instead, it is the result of the conscious and careful cultivation of fraternity.
Those capable only of being “associates” create closed
worlds. Within that framework, what place is there for
those who are not part of one’s group of associates, yet
long for a better life for themselves and their families?
To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin….

Mass Intentions
Sat.

4:00 p.m.

Sun.
Mon.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Tues.
Wed.

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

(Dec 18—Dec 25, 2021)
Spcl Int for Manuel
And Maria Costa
For the People
Jose Arsua Garcia
Augusto Jardin
Marina Sanchez and
Lourdes Malvar
Clarence Francis Vaz
Spcl Int for Manuel & Maria
Costa and Family
Nancy Watton
Communion Service
For the People
For the People
For the People
For the People

All of today’s scriptures seem to declare Christmas’s
comfort and joy.” Micah declares that, as small as Bethlehem is, the child born there will bring peace that “shall
reach to the ends of the earth.” Hebrews proclaims that,
despite pain and suffering, the “offering of the body of
Christ” saves us all.
In today’s Gospel, bearing the Christ Child within her,
Mary, barely more than a child herself, immediately, unselfishly sets aside her own preoccupations — and as a
betrothed but as yet unmarried mother-to-be, how many
they must have been—to travel in haste, over dangerous
terrain, a four-day journey (the scholars say) from Nazareth to Ain-Karem, to the home of Elizabeth and Zechariah.

BLESSED

Then, just as David leapt and danced before the ancient
Ark of the Covenant that bore precious signs of God’s
abiding presence, so John leaps in his mother Elizabeth’s
womb as Mary arrives, a living ark bearing God’s living
presence, Elizabeth joyfully greets Mary in words that we
pray daily in the “Hail Mary”: “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Why
Mary is so “blessed” Elizabeth then explains: “Blessed are
you who believed that what was spoken to you by the
Lord would be fulfilled.” Likewise, we may dare hope to
be “blessed” for “believing that what was spoken” to us
“by the Lord”—Jesus’ promise of mercy—will be fulfilled as we share God’s mercy with everyone. For by reason of our baptism and, more immediately and repeatedly,
because of our participation in the Eucharist, we too bear
within ourselves the living Christ. To whom, or to what
situation, do we need to bear Christ this Christmas? Indeed, throughout the year, how selflessly do we set our
own concerns aside? How early—”in haste”—do we, disregarding difficulties, traverse whatever dangerous terrain
needs conquering to be of service to another?
Copyright © 2021 J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Congratulations to the parents of
Miles Alexander Titong Ramirez
who was baptized at Transfiguration
on December 5, 2021
Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of:
Dec. 4th thru Dec. 5th— $7,437.00
Religious Retirement — $834.00
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of
providing for the upkeep of our parish community.

Credit, Debit and Electronic
Check Offerings
If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit or
debit card or, electronic check, please go to our website: transfigchurch.com and click on the “Donate” tab.

Adult Bible Study
Our Bible Study group will be celebrating Christmas
break from Dec. 20, 2021 thru Jan. 3, 2022. We will
resume on Jan 10, 2022 at the Marian Room. This
will be a hybrid setting so Zoom will be on as well.
Have a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

New biological technologies
#135. Certainly, these issues require constant attention and a concern for their ethical implications. A
broad, responsible scientific and social debate needs
to take place, one capable of considering all the available information and of calling things by their name.
It sometimes happens that complete information is
not put on the table; a selection is made on the basis
of particular interests, be they politico-economic or
ideological. This makes it difficult to reach a balanced and prudent judgement on different questions,
one which takes into account all the pertinent variables. Discussions are needed in which all those directly or indirectly affected (farmers, consumers, civil
authorities, scientists, seed producers, people living
near fumigated fields, and others) can make known
their problems and concerns, and have access to adequate and reliable information in order to make decisions for the common good, present and future. This
is a complex environmental issue; it calls for a comprehensive approach which would require, at the very
least, greater efforts to finance various lines of independent, interdisciplinary research capable of shedding new light on the problem.
Fr. Terry’s Response:

Pope Francis for a few weeks now in Laudato si... has
been trying to wend his way and help us to do likewise through the very complex maze of the conjunction of very rapid advance in the sciences and technology, combined with exponential growth in human
population and the need to feed and meet its many
appetites . In the life of any one of us, I find and I'm
pretty sure many of you also have a hard time trying
to live a balanced life. Taking into account human
relations, morals and respect for society, nature and
the environment not to mention the God element!!!
How difficult it must be for those who have the responsibility to deal with national, continental and
world wide demands to even have time to consider
the ethical and long term consequences of their solutions. First, they have a pressing need, then they have
the pressure of competition, reward and the lure of
money, influence and a Nobel. Yet every day we ourselves while enjoying the benefits at the same time
bewail the negative consequences. As Pope Francis
implores us today, we must not allow complexity to
prevent us from earnestly pursuing interdisciplinary research to minimize or avoid irreparable harm
to us all.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Micah 5:1-4a
Psalm — 80
Second Reading — Hebrews 10:5-10
Gospel — Luke 1:39-45
The English translaƟon of the Psalm Responses from the LecƟonary for Mass
© 1969, 1981, 1997, InternaƟonal Commission on English in the Liturgy CorporaƟon. All rights reserved.

AUDACITY
There is a spirit of audacity in our readings
today. During a time of injustice and threat of invasion, the prophet Micah boldly announces that the
God of insignificant Israel will raise up a leader from
backwater Bethlehem, and this leader will bring justice and peace to the whole world. In the Gospel,
Elizabeth and Mary, marginalized women, brazenly
celebrate that their sons will be world-changing instruments of God. We further learn that this audacity
is rooted in trust in God. The author of Hebrews describes the faithful obedience of Jesus. Mary is
shown as the exemplar of faithful trust in God. This
is the way God often seems to work, in the ordinary
and marginalized in our world. Those who seem
weak have learned to trust in God’s strength. These
have the audacity to become instruments of God’s
peace and justice.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Announcement

San Damiano Retreat, January 7-9, 2022
Explore your Personal Legacy & Prepare Your End of
Life Celebration. On this retreat weekend, we will creatively use music, poetry, Scripture, quiet time, journaling,
and small group sharing to explore your personal legacy.
We will use this exploration to influence the deeper hope
of what your celebration of life would look life. For more
information and registration please go to the San Damiano website at https://sandamiano.org/events/legacy/.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son
was made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Reflection question:
How can I make known to others the Incarnation of
Christ?
Collect text from the English translaƟon of The Roman Missal, © 2010, InternaƟonal Commission on English in the Liturgy CorporaƟon. All rights reserved.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.
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