Church of the TransfiguraƟon
4000 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552-4908
(510) 538-7941 Fax (510) 538-7983

E-mail: transfig_oﬃce@sbcglobal.net
December 26, 2021
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Mission Statement: “Transfiguring Our Community Through Faith”

Rev. Mario L. Borges, Pastor ● Rev. Terence O’Malley, Parochial Administrator

Deacon Martin J. Leach ● Deacon John A. Mignano ● Deacon Timothy L. Moore ● Deacon Burton J. Rigley
Live Stream 4:00 p.m. Saturday and 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses
On Facebook 8:00 a.m. Monday-Friday except 1st Fridays at 9:30 a.m. Masses

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.
Sundays 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. (Except First Fridays - 9:30 a.m.)
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
3:00-3:45 p.m.
BAPTISMS: Pre-baptismal class is required. Class is held the
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory.
Please call the Parish Office, (510) 538-7941, to register.
MATRIMONY: Six months advance notice required. Please
call the parish office.
WEDDING COORDINATOR: Mel Speed
(510) 909-9334 or melspeed@live.com
FUNERALS: Please contact the funeral home of your choice
and then the parish office.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, YOUTH MINISTRY & RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults):
Wendy Estrada / Director of Religious Education
Email: ReligiousEdTransfig@gmail.com
Phone: (510) 537-1502
MUSIC MINISTRY: Director, Alexander Katsman
(510) 538-7941, Ext. 302 or Transfig_Music@sbcglobal.net

LITURGICAL MINISTRY:
Eucharistic Ministers, Elmer & Puri Serrano
Email: eserrano76@gmail.com
Lectors, Barbara Mehan
Email: barbmehan@sbcglobal.net
Altar Servers, Clarence Decano

FINANCE COUNCIL: Chairman, Mark Zaleski
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS: Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), 60 Plus or Minus Club, Cursillo Group
SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY: Call (510) 274-0830
for assistance. Call Mike Dresen (510) 813-6854 for more
information about this ministry.
SICK & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY:
Mary Kay Kelder, (510) 582-7253
WINGS “Women in God’s Spirit”: Peggy Maurer
Email: pegsmail8@gmail.com (510-538-5671)
PARISH OFFICE:
Phone: (510) 538-7941 Fax: (510) 538-7983
Hours: 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday
(Closed between 12:00 & 1:00 p.m.)
Secretary, Elmer Serrano
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Phyllis Moore

The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
December 26, 2021

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what
we shall be has not yet been revealed.
— 1 John 3:2a

Continued from last week…
Fratelli Tutti

“Fratelli Tutti” (“Brothers all”), the new papal encyclical on
fraternity and social friendship, is an important teaching document that must be read by anyone who wants to know where
Pope Francis is coming from.

CHAPTER THREE
Liberty, equality and fraternity
105. Individualism does not make us more free, more

equal, more fraternal. The mere sum of individual interests
is not capable of generating a better world for the whole
human family. Nor can it save us from the many ills that
are now increasingly globalized. Radical individualism is
a virus that is extremely difficult to eliminate, for it is
clever. It makes us believe that everything consists in giving free rein to our own ambitions, as if by pursuing ever
greater ambitions and creating safety nets we would somehow be serving the common good.
To be continued on next Sunday’s bulletin….
Congratulations to the parents of
Edison Lee Staley
Elliott Ray Staley
Fox Ryder Truong
who were baptized at Transfiguration
on December 12, 2021
Adult Bible Study
Our Bible Study group will be celebrating Christmas
break from Dec. 20, 2021 thru Jan. 3, 2022. We will resume on Jan 10, 2022 at the Marian Room. This will be
a hybrid setting so Zoom will be on as well.
Credit, Debit and Electronic
Check Offerings
If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit or
debit card or, electronic check, please go to our website: transfigchurch.com and click on the “Donate” tab.

Stewardship Corner
The collection total for the weekend of:
Dec. 11th thru Dec. 12th— $9,173.00
Religious Retirement — $1,452.08
(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal)
Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of
providing for the upkeep of our parish community.

Mass Intentions
Sat.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Sun.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

(Dec 25, 2021—Jan 1, 2022)
For the People
For the People
For the People
Spcl Int for Justin Jelincic
Giuseppa & Nunzio Latora,
Paola Vitale, Mike & Rita
Bosozki
Spcl Int for Michael Mellengers
Antonia Luz Campanario
Benjamin & Flor Lisa Pena
Maria Teresa Silva
Jose Faraon Rapadas
For the People

FAMILY LIFE
Christmas celebrates the Incarnation, the “en-flesh
-ment” of God as a human person. In Jesus, God is bodily
present in the human story. Today we honor the Holy
Family, helping us to see that God is active in daily family
life. God is near at hand, amidst the tensions, joys, and
uncertainties of family life. As our Gospel passage describes, even with family miscommunications and with
limited understanding of Jesus’ mission, the Holy Family
persevered in their life together. Like many family conflicts, there was no immediate or clear resolution of the
issues raised by Jesus and by Mary. God’s intentions for
the family, and for Jesus, were still unfolding. They continued to stay connected with each other and with God.
Within the turbulence of family life, they trusted God to
actively sustain and guide them into an uncertain future.
We are invited to follow their example.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

We Invite All Women To Join Us For:
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit”)
WINGS is a faith enhancement group that encourages
Spiritual growth through prayer, scripture study,
Catechesis, life sharing and community.
Our meeting will be at the Transfiguration Church
Hall. Please follow Covid 19 safety protocols: i.e.
social distancing and wearing of masks.
Next Meeting: Thursday, Jan 6, 2022
9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.
Speaker: Dr. Darleen Pryds
Topic: Desanitizing Saints: The Real Lived
Experience of Women We Call Holy

For further information or, if you would like to attend,
please contact: Nerie Madulid (510) 733-2059.

LAUDATO SI’
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

New biological technologies
#136. On the other hand, it is troubling that, when
some ecological movements defend the integrity of
the environment, rightly demanding that certain limits be imposed on scientific research, they sometimes
fail to apply those same principles to human life.
There is a tendency to justify transgressing all boundaries when experimentation is carried out on living
human embryos. We forget that the inalienable worth
of a human being transcends his or her degree of development. In the same way, when technology disregards the great ethical principles, it ends up considering any practice whatsoever as licit. As we have seen
in this chapter, a technology severed from ethics will
not easily be able to limit its own power.
Fr. Terry’s Response:

We are full of contradictions in our daily lives and
practices; as Pope Francis reminds us today. Some of
us bewail the dangers that are leading to the loss of
the Polar bear, well; at least the cub and rightly so.
Yet, at the same time will ignore the dangers to human life or experimentation on the human embryo. Laudato si has constantly stressed the vital and
intimate relationship not only in all of Creation but
even with the Origin of it all, the Creator Himself. Whom we believe; holds all things in being.
Which is why all technology, all advances in any
of the sciences should not and must not sever the
bonds that allows both revelation and our existence in
this life to continue and prosper. This endeavor deserves our wholehearted attention and prayer.
Electronic Bulletin: www.e-churchbulletins.com/
bulletins/523293.pdf
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Church-ofthe-Transfiguration-115417251810536/
Announcement

San Damiano Retreat, January 7-9, 2022
Explore your Personal Legacy & Prepare Your End of
Life Celebration. On this retreat weekend, we will creatively use music, poetry, Scripture, quiet time, journaling,
and small group sharing to explore your personal legacy.
We will use this exploration to influence the deeper hope
of what your celebration of life would look like. For more
information and registration please go to the San Damiano website at https://sandamiano.org/events/legacy/.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28
Psalm — 84
Second Reading — 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24
Gospel — Luke 2:41-52
The English translaƟon of the Psalm Responses from the LecƟonary for Mass
© 1969, 1981, 1997, InternaƟonal Commission on English in the Liturgy CorporaƟon. All rights reserved.

The Holy Family
Of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
A child’s first words are usually a source of excitement and joy for family members. Today we hear
the first words of Jesus in the Gospel according to
Luke. And they are challenging ones. “Why were you
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in
my Father’s house?” The words astounded, astonished, and great anxiety are used to describe Jesus’
extended visit to the Temple. How familiar those
emotions are to most parents! Had Jesus’ parents forgotten the angel Gabriel’s words or the prophecy of
Simeon? In Luke’s Gospel this passage foreshadows
Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem where he will experience his own Passover and again be “lost” for three
days. The story of Hannah in the first reading confirms the need and nature of trusting in God’s activity
in our lives. It seems clear that faithful attention to a
family’s spiritual life is no guarantee that life will be
free from hardship.
EMMANUEL: GOD IS WITH US
Could Tolstoy have gotten it wrong when he
wrote that all happy families are alike and that unhappy families are each unhappy in their own way? It
seems that the opposite is equally true. Because happy families foster the unique talents and interests of
each member, each person shines according to their
own lights. A happy family’s faith, goals, and challenges will be uniquely their own. Unhappy families,
on the other hand might look very similar in their
woundedness, their fears and confrontations, and
their tendency to give negative interpretations to another’s actions.
It is tempting to conclude that family life today is
more problematic than ever. It might be reassuring to
learn that the feast of the Holy Family was added to
the Church’s universal calendar because of Pope Leo
XIII’s concern for the state of family life — one hundred years ago! During this season of Christmas
when families are everywhere, we welcome Emmanuel — the God who has pitched his tent among us.
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