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Remember Transfiguration Church in your  
Will and Living Trust 

Stewardship Corner 
The collection total for the weekend of: 
Mar. 11th thru Mar. 12th— $8,036.00               

 

(compared to $12,000 average weekly stewardship goal) 

Thank you for continuing in your stewardship role of 
providing for the upkeep of our  parish community. 

Fourth Sunday of  
Lent 
     Most of us can admit that we’re blind at times — we 
simply do not see the people and situations around us 
clearly. We stumble in the darkness of illness or grief and 
cannot see a way out. We may be blinded by selfishness or 
self-centeredness. Sometimes we are so caught up in our 
own lives, we’re blind to the hurt, confusion, and need of 
those around us. We may look at things through our lim-
ited experience and perspective and not understand others’ 
pain. At times, we choose to remain blind. We fail to see 
injustice and unfairness, preferring to remain in the dark 
rather than risk acknowledging and addressing such situa-
tions. Like the parents of the man who was born blind, we 
stay safe and comfortable, even when there is clearly an 
opportunity to make a difference, to bring light and love to 
the darkness. 
 

SEE THROUGH THE EYES OF FAITH 
     When Samuel met the sons of Jesse, he thought he 
could see the one the Lord would anoint. He found the 
graces, however, to see through the eyes of faith and re-
spond by anointing David, who would become the king of 
Israel. Jesus opened the eyes of the man who was born 
blind. We do not know how many others’ eyes were 
opened that day, as they saw Jesus as the source of light 
and life. We can learn from Samuel and Jesus, bringing 
our darkness to the light through faith. When we look at 
life through God’s eyes, we see endless possibility for 
goodness, holiness, grace, and peace. 
Copyright © J.S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
The Three Lenten Disciplines: Fasting 
 The season of Lent is characterized by fasting and 
abstinence. I remember that when I was a child, my parents 
instilled in me the practice of give up eating sweets and 
abstaining from candy during Lent so I could share the 
bitterness of the suffering that Jesus endured for my sins. 
Eventually in our parish, the priest encouraged us to put 
aside the money saved from not buying candies in order to 
send it to poor children. Fasting and abstinence were not 
only ways to accompany Jesus in his suffering on the 
cross, but also means of encouraging and consoling him in 
his suffering children of today’s world. The pastor taught 
me that fasting is not simply refraining from sweets and 
candy; fasting teaches me how to deny myself so that it is 
not I who live but Christ who lives in me. To fast means to 
deny myself certain things in order to give life to others, 
and thus, with my small sacrifice, to make the world a little 
better. 
—Friar Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM, Copyright © J. S. 
Paluch Co., Inc. 

Please Note 
During Lent, Mass will begin without the usual procession 
into the Church. We ask the community to be quiet and 
meditate in silence five minutes before Mass. 
 
As we have done in the past, our Lent is also an invitation 
to our children to share their pennies with the poor. We 
ask our children to come up and drop their donation in the 
“Pennies for the Poor” jar when the ushers are taking  up 
the collection for the community at large. 
 
You are also invited to join the parish community in pray-
ing the Stations of the Cross and Benediction on all the 
Fridays of Lent at 7:30 p.m. 

Catholic Relief Services Collection 
This weekend, March 19, 2023—Funds from this collec-
tion help provide food for the hungry and support to dis-
placed refugees. 

Socks and Underwear Collection 
Our St. Vincent de Paul members will be collecting 
NEW socks and underwear for the homeless in our 
community on Saturday, March 25 and Sunday, 
March 26 after all the Masses. The greatest need is 
for men in the larger sizes (large, XL and XXL). 
Thank you for helping people in in our parish! 

Dress-A-Girl Ministry Update 
Transfiguration Dress-A-Girl Ministry completed 
and delivered 500 dresses to Dress-A-Girl Ministry 
at Catholic Community of Pleasanton, CA. Collec-
tively 6,147 dresses were completed in 2022 and 
were sent to the following organizations: 3,100 to 
Cross Catholic Outreach (Box of Joy) serving 7 
countries, 2,260 to Operation Christmas Child Sa-
maritan Purse’s International Relief (Box of Joy) 
serving 100 countries, 696 to Local Operation 
Christmas Child: Angels Camp, Merced & Orange 
County. 34 to Hawaii: St. Williams’s Food Pantry, 
Kauai and lastly, 57 to Nicaragua: House of Hope. 
To continue our efforts to provide sundresses to 
needy girls across the globe, our ministry will be 
holding a donation collection this weekend  March 
18 & 19, 2023, at all masses, your support is greatly 
appreciated. 



LAUDATO SI’ 

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 

ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

V. RELIGIONS IN DIALOGUE WITH  
SCIENCE 

Credit, Debit and Electronic               

Check Offerings 

If you would like to make your Sunday offering by credit 
or debit card or, electronic check, please go to our website: 
transfigchurch.com and click on the “Donate” tab. Please 
call the office for further assistance if needed. 

SVdP Meeting Reminder 
Our meeting is next Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 10:00 
a.m. at the Rectory Conference Room  and via Zoom. 
Please contact Mike Dresen (510-813-6854) if you would 
like to join or to learn more about this ministry. 

Monday evening, Mar. 20, 2023 in the Marian 
room, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Please   arrange Zoom 
connectivity with Mike Dresen at 
m.dresen@comcast.net. if attending remotely.  
Free will offering. 

#200.         Any technical solution which science 
claims to offer will be powerless to solve the serious 
problems of our world if humanity loses its compass, 
if we lose sight of the great motivations which make 
it possible for us to live in harmony, to make sacrific-
es and to treat others well. Believers themselves must 
constantly feel challenged to live in a way consonant 
with their faith and not to contradict it by their ac-
tions. They need to be encouraged to be ever open to 
God’s grace and to draw constantly from their deep-
est convictions about love, justice and peace. If a 
mistaken understanding of our own principles has at 
times led us to justify mistreating nature, to exercise 
tyranny over creation, to engage in war, injustice and 
acts of violence, we believers should acknowledge 
that by so doing we were not faithful to the treasures 
of wisdom which we have been called to protect and 
preserve. Cultural limitations in different eras often 
affected the perception of these ethical and spiritual 
treasures, yet by constantly returning to their sources, 
religions will be better equipped to respond to today’s 
needs.   
To be continued on next week’s bulletin….. 

TODAY’S READINGS  
First Reading —  1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
Psalm — 23 
Second Reading — Ephesians 5:8-14 
Gospel —  9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17,34-38] 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora-
tion. All rights reserved. 
 

May your words, O Lord, be in my thoughts, on my 
lips, and in my heart. May they guide my life and keep 
me near to you.  

Mass Intentions  (Mar. 18, 2023—Mar. 24, 2023) 

Sat.               4:00 p.m.        Eva McNeilly 

Sun.              7:30 a.m.          For The People 
                     9:00 a.m.        For The People 
                   11:00 a.m.          For The People 
Mon.            8:00 a.m.         Mary Tavares 
Tues.            8:00 a.m.         For The People 
Wed.            8:00 a.m.         For The People 
Thurs.          8:00 a.m.         For The People 
Fri.               8:00 a.m.         For The People                                                             

SEEING THE LIGHT 
 Our Lenten journey continues this Sunday as 
we hear of Jesus healing a blind man in the Gospel of 
John. Jesus proclaims himself the light of the world, 
a light that overcomes darkness and enables a new 
capacity to see. The man, blind from birth, was able 
to begin his path to sight by first acknowledging his 
blindness. We are reminded of God’s ongoing invita-
tion to us to journey from blindness to sight. We 
begin by acknowledging our own capacity for “blind 
spots,” and so open ourselves to uncomfortable truths 
and to God’s healing. We are invited to see beyond 
appearances, as the reading from Samuel indicates, 
and to look into the heart of things. We are invited to 
“live as children of light” as the letter to the Ephe-
sians teaches. Like the man healed from blindness, 
we may gradually learn to see fully and to follow Je-
sus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

On   Thursday, March 30 we will celebrate our Pen-
ance Reconciliation Service at 7:00 PM. I encourage 
our families to celebrate this sacrament (Confession) 
of God’s forgiveness as a community. 
 

We will have four priests to celebrate the gift of 
God’s mercy with us. It will go without much of a 
wait and the music will make if flow beautifully. 
 

So plan on attending this service in the coming 
weeks. 
 

Congratulations Jennifer & David Brandt who are 

now the Elect awaiting Baptism, Confirmation & 
Communion at Easter. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Fr. Mario L. Borges 
Pastor 


